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Summary 

CgMs Consulting commissioned Wessex Archaeology in London to undertake an 
archaeological watching brief during construction of the Gateway Community 
College, Tilbury, Essex at National Grid Reference (NGR) 564230, 177780 (hereafter 
the Site). 

The watching brief was undertaken as a condition of planning consent for the 
development of the site from low lying farmland to a new Further Education facility 
with sports pitches, access roads and car parking. The majority of the work on Site 
was largely non-intrusive due to the construction techniques and depths excavated. 
All roads and sports pitches were graded off through homogeneous alluvial clays to a 
depth of up to 1m beneath the existing ground surface and piling was restricted to the 
construction of the main college building. Observations were only undertaken on 
excavated areas which were below 1.50m from the ground surface, such as drainage 
related activities where these interventions went into peat deposits inferred from 
previous geotechnical work. 

Seven areas of such drainage work were observed and recorded, revealing peat 
deposits from which no archaeological remains or finds were observed. 
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GATEWAY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, TILBURY 
ESSEX

Archaeological Desk-based Assessment 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 CgMs Consulting commissioned Wessex Archaeology in London to 
undertake an archaeological watching brief during the construction of the 
Gateway Community College, Tilbury at National Grid Reference (NGR) 
564230, 177780 (hereafter the Site). 

1.1.2 An earlier phase of work was undertaken in July 2004 to record sixteen 
geotechnical test pits prior to the construction of the College (Wessex 
Archaeology, 2004). 

1.1.3 This report refers to the watching brief undertaken during the construction 
on the Site from 8th May until 15th November 2006. 

1.1.4 The work was undertaken as a condition of planning consent. 

1.2 Site Description 

1.2.1 The Site is located on the Thames floodplain midway between Chadwell St 
Mary and Tilbury. It is bounded by Marshfoot Road (A126) to the north and 
St Chad’s Road (A126) to the east (Figure 1). 

1.2.2 The Site comprises c.2ha of flat arable land, lying at a height of around 2m 
above Ordnance (aOD), which is crossed by a series of drainage ditches 
and a trackway. The underlying geology comprises Marine Alluvium. 

1.2.3 To the north of the Site, the land rises sharply to the gravel bluffs, at around 
25m aOD, that over look the floodplain. 

1.3 Archaeological Background 

1.3.1 A desk-based assessment of the Site was carried out in support of the 
original planning application (CgMs Consulting, 2003). Below is a summary 
of its conclusions. 

1.3.2 There is low potential for finding remains relating to the Palaeolithic, 
Mesolithic, Neolithic, Bronze Age, Saxon and medieval periods due to the 
absence of evidence in the vicinity of the Site. 

1.3.3 There are no known Iron Age finds from the Thames floodplain in the vicinity 
but a Romano-British settlement site has been excavated 150m to the north 
east of the Site and some finds associated with occupation during this 
period have been found in the Tilbury Docks area. 
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1.3.4 A number of WWII anti-glider ditches are recorded as excavated on the 
Marshes and within the site. Evidence of one of the ditches was observed 
during the watching brief on the geotechnical test pits (Wessex Archaeology, 
2004). 

2 WATCHING BRIEF AIMS

2.1.1 The aim of this project was to determine, as far as reasonably possible, the 
presence/absence, extent, date, character and depth of any surviving 
archaeological remains located during the construction and excavation of 
associated services. 

2.1.2 A more specific aim relating to this phase of the construction was to observe 
and record stratigraphic sequences during excavations which extended 
below 1.5m below ground surface. This was to record the peat sequence 
and any archaeological remains which may have been present below this 
depth. 

3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Methodological Standards 

3.1.1 All work was undertaken in compliance with the standards outlined in the 
Institute of Field Archaeologist’s Standards and Guidance for Archaeological 
Watching Briefs (as amended 2001). 

3.2 Health and Safety 

3.2.1 All work was carried out in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work 
Act (1974) and the Management of Health and Safety Regulations (1992), 
and all other relevant Health and Safety legislation, regulations and codes of 
practice in force. 

3.2.2 A risk assessment was prepared by Wessex Archaeology prior to the 
commencement of fieldwork. 

3.3 Fieldwork 

3.3.1 The majority of the work on Site was largely non-intrusive due to the 
construction techniques and depths excavated. All roads and sports pitches 
were graded off to establish a surface and the buildings have been 
constructed by piling. Consequently, observations were only undertaken on 
excavated areas which were below 1.50m from the present ground surface, 
such as drainage related activities which were likely to impact buried peat 
deposits. 

3.3.2 Seven specific areas of excavation were watched during this phase of the 
project (Figure 2).

3.3.3 All deposits were visually scanned during their removal during excavation. 

3.3.4 Representative sections of each observed excavation area were drawn at a 
scale of 1:20 and the position of which was recorded on a master plan of the 
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Site. Written records were taken using Wessex Archaeology’s pro forma 
recording system and a photographic record of the works was maintained. 

4 RESULTS

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The following section provides a brief summary of the findings for all 
recorded interventions and each has been allocated a trench number. 
Detailed descriptions of deposits and depths are provided in Appendix 1.

4.1.2 Four trenches recorded on the eastern side of the Site (Trenches 1, 5, 6 and 
7, see Figures 2 & 3 for illustrations and plates 1-3 of Trenches 5 and 7, 
Trenches 1 and 6 not illustrated) showed that peat was observed at a similar 
level, between -2.60 and -2.37m OD The peat was consistently of fibrous 
organic material such as reed and had the consistency of a clay based peat. 
No archaeological remains or finds were observed within the peat. No other 
trenches (Trench 2, 3 and 4, not illustrated) were excavated to a depth 
below -2.10m OD and therefore the peat was not observed within these 
trenches. 

4.1.3 In all the trenches on the eastern side, the layers above the peat were of 
homogeneous, firm silty clay alluvium, below topsoil. 

4.1.4 The two trenches (Trenches 2 and 3, not illustrated) on the north side of the 
Site were excavated to establish culverts under access routes to the Site. 
Both produced redeposited peat at a depth of -0.42 to -0.56m OD beneath 
layers of alluvium which lay under topsoil. 

5 CONCLUSION 

5.1.1 In conclusion, the watching brief has demonstrated that little if anything, of 
archaeological significance has been impacted upon by the construction of 
the development. A layer of peat was recorded at an apparently consistent 
depth of -2.60 to -2.37m OD. No archaeological remains or finds were 
recovered from the peat or the alluvium above it.
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Plate 1 

Plate 1.  Trench 5
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Plates 2-3

Plate 2. Trench 7 (0-1.30m)

Plate 3. Trench 7 (1.30-3.10m)
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