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Summary 

In June 2006 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Mansell Partnership 
Housing to undertake an archaeological watching brief, during construction works, on 
land at Aldermoor Farm, Aldermoor Road, Southampton. The Site was approximately 
triangular in plan and was centred on National Grid Reference 439550 115750. The 
observations took place in July and August 2006.  

The Watching Brief was required as a condition of planning consent for residential 
development following the advice of the Heritage Conservation Unit, Southampton 
City Council. 

The Site sloped down from the north-west and west toward the south-east and 
showed a typical stratigraphy of poor topsoil on re-deposited gravel covering a 
natural deposit of brickearth.  

Several undated but probably modern tree holes were observed in section at the 
north of the Site but no features of archaeological significance were revealed. A 
Yugoslavian coin from the second half of the 20th century was recovered from the 
topsoil. Other pieces of modern pottery and glass were noted within and on the 
topsoil but not retained.  

Cartographic sources indicated the former presence of two twentieth century 
buildings in the centre of the Site, no evidence for the presence of these buildings 
remained.   
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned in June 2006 by Mansell 
Partnership Housing to undertake an archaeological watching brief during 
the construction of new housing on land at Aldermoor Farm, Aldermoor 
Road, Southampton (hereafter ‘the Site’).    

1.1.2 The Heritage Conservation Unit (HCU), Southampton City Council, issued a 
Scheme of Investigation for the watching brief which had the HCU internal 
reference number 5799. The Site Code is SOU 1422. 

1.2 Landscape and Geology 

1.2.1 The Site was located in the northern part of Southampton in the suburb of 
Aldermoor. It was centred on National Grid Reference 439550 115750 
(Figure 1).   

1.2.2 The Site, an irregular triangle shaped piece of land, was approximately 2.5 
ha in plan. It was bounded by Aldermoor Road to the north, open land to the 
east and south with housing to the west. 

1.2.3 The Site sloped fairly steeply down from Aldermoor Road towards the south-
east. Its highest point, in the north-west corner by Aldermoor Road, lay at a 
height of approximately 25m aOD (above Ordnance Datum). The lowest 
point, in the south-east corner, lay at approximately 20m aOD.    

1.2.4 The British Geological Survey sheet 315 indicates that the Site is located on 
Brickearth overlying River Terrace Gravels. On-site observation revealed 
some inter-leafing of these deposits. 

1.2.5 Prior to commencement of the building work and the attendant Watching 
Brief the Site had stood derelict and become overgrown. 

1.3 Historical Background

1.3.1 The archaeological background to the Site is set out in detail in the Scheme 
of Investigation and additional information was provided by the HCU. The 
backgound can be summarised as follows: 
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1.3.2 The site is located 250m to the east of the prehistoric (probably Iron Age) 
earthworks known as the Nursling Plantation earthwork. Saxon charters 
suggest that Aldermoor Road is located along the line of the boundary 
between the Parishes of Nursling and Millbrook, the charters further suggest 
that Tanner Brook may have supported a mill at this time. 

1.3.3 Aldermoor Farm, previously annotated on maps as Aldermoor Lodge, does 
not appear in the cartographic records until the nineteenth century. 

1.3.4 The Site has not been subject to archaeological investigation in the past. 

2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

2.1.1 The principal aim of the watching brief was to provide information 
concerning the presence or absence, date, nature and extent of any buried 
archaeological remains and to investigate and record these within the Site. 

2.1.2 The type and relationship of the natural deposits was also to be recorded. 

3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Health and Safety

3.1.1 All work was carried out in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work 
Act 1974 and the Management of Health and Safety Regulations 1992. A 
Health and Safety Risk Assessment was produced by Wessex Archaeology 
prior to the commencement of the evaluation. 

3.2 Fieldwork 

3.2.1 Prior to the fieldwork the Heritage Conservation Unit, Southampton City 
Council issued the Site with a unique reference number, SOU 1422. 

3.2.2 All surfaces and sections exposed by ground reduction works, the 
construction of the new entrance road or the construction of the north-
western retaining wall were examined for features of archaeological interest. 

3.2.3 The digging for these developments was done with both larger and smaller 
360 degree tracked excavators. The larger excavator was fitted with a 
toothed bucket for the bulk dig and a toothless ditching bucket for final 
works. The smaller excavator was fitted with a toothless bucket. 

3.2.4 The excavated spoil was inspected for finds. 

3.2.5 A series of digital photographs was taken. 

3.2.6 A daily Watching Brief was maintained during the major earth removal phase 
between the 24th of July and the 4th of August 2006. Subsequent follow up 
visits were undertaken during laying of the deeper service trenches.  
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4 RESULTS  

4.1 Soils and Geology  

4.1.1 The sequence of deposits revealed during ground works across the Site was 
fairly consistent and consisted of three distinct horizons.

4.1.2 The topsoil was variable in nature across the site but had an average depth 
of 0.10 m. The soil was significantly thicker toward Aldermoor Road.  

4.1.3 Natural flint gravel was found intermittently across the site. The deposit was 
up to one metre thick in the north-east corner of the site but elsewhere was 
usually much shallower or occurred in pockets overlying the brickearth. The 
inter-leafing of gravel and brickearth deposits within the latters upper 
horizons appears to be a natural depositional process. Throughout the 
duration of the watching brief no artefacts were recovered from this horizon.  

4.1.4 The final facies observed was the upper weathered horizon of the natural 
brickearth. Across the site this was noted to be a pale yellowish brown 
coloured brickearth. 

4.2 Archaeological Remains 

4.2.1 No archaeological deposits were noted throughout the course of the 
watching brief during soil stripping. No archaeological features were 
identified in the sections cut for footings and service trenches. 

4.2.2 Several tree holes or throws were noted in section at the northern end of the 
Site. No datable material was recovered from them and it could not be 
ascertained whether these were throws or whether the trees had been 
grubbed up for agricultural reasons.  

4.2.3 The twentieth century buildings recorded on cartographic sources had 
shallow foundations and no associated structures.   

5 THE FINDS 

5.1.1 A bronze Yugoslavian 10 Dinara coin was recovered. It had been either lying 
on or was in the topsoil. The coin was struck by the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia which existed between 1945 and 1992. 
Unfortunately the actual date of minting is too corroded to be read.  

5.1.2 A quantity of 20th century glass bottles and other detritus was noted on and 
mixed into the topsoil, particularly on the steeper eastern slopes of the Site. 
None was retained.  



                           
Mansell Partnership Housing.

Aldermoor Farm, Aldermoor Road, Southampton
                                                                                                                                                 

Archaeological Watching Brief 
WA doc. ref. 63510.02

4

6 ENVIRONMENTAL 

6.1.1 No features or deposits suitable for environmental sampling were identified.  

7 CONCLUSIONS  

7.1.1 The watching brief did not reveal any archaeological features within the Site. 

7.1.2 The lack of finds other than modern material in the spoil also suggests a lack 
of former activities that would have left archaeological traces on the Site.

7.1.3 No evidence of structures that may be associated with a Parish boundary, 
grubbed out hedges, boundary stones, walls or fence lines was observed 
throughout the watching brief. 

7.1.4 No evidence for the presence of, or features that might be associated with, 
mills or activities that might be associated with mills was observed on the 
Site. 

7.1.5 No evidence for the presence of earlier buildings was found below the 
twentieth century buildings previously located on the Site.

7.1.6 It is therefore the conclusion that the Site has predominantly been open land 
that at a later date was put to agricultural use. This conclusion is 
corroborated by the cartographic evidence which records open land until the 
construction of Aldermoor Farm, previously known as Aldermoor Lodge, in 
the nineteenth century.  

8 ARCHIVE 

8.1 Museum 

8.1.1 The Site Archive will be prepared for long-term storage in accordance with 
Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for long term storage
(Walker 1990) and Standards in the museum care of archaeological 
collections (Museums and Galleries Commission 1994).The project archive, 
under the Site Code SOU 1422, will be deposited with the Southampton City 
Museums. 

8.2 Archive Storage 

8.2.1 The project archive, consisting of an A4 ringbinder and a collection of digital 
photographs is currently held at the offices of Wessex Archaeology at Old 
Sarum, Salisbury, Wiltshire under the Site code 1422. The project archive 
will be prepared to comply with guidelines set out in Environmental 
Standards for the permanent storage of excavated material from 
archaeological sites (UKIC 1984, Conservation Guidelines 3), and 
Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for long-term storage
(Walker 1990). 
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8.3 Copyright 

8.3.1 The full copyright of the written/illustrative archive relating to the site will be 
retained by Wessex Archaeology Ltd under the Copyright, Designs and 
Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved. The Museum, however, will be 
granted an exclusive licence for the use of the archive for educational 
purposes, including academic research, providing that such use shall be 
non-profitmaking, and conforms to the Copyright and Related Rights 
regulations 2003. 

8.4 Security Copy 

8.4.1 In line with current best practice, on completion of the project a security copy 
of the paper records will be prepared, in the form of microfilm. The master 
jackets and one diazo copy of the microfilm will be submitted to the National 
Monuments Record Centre (Swindon), a second diazo copy will be 
deposited with the paper records at the Museum, and a third diazo copy will 
be retained by Wessex Archaeology. 
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