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Summary 

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by St Mary’s Church Parochial Church 
Council (PCC) to undertake an archaeological watching brief during groundworks at 
St Mary’s Church, Eling Hill, Totton, Hampshire centred on National Grid Reference 
(NGR) 436693, 112462.  

The watching brief was requested by the Archaeological Advisor to the Diocesan 
Advisory Committee following the submission of a proposal to improve the drainage 
at the northern end of the churchyard. Earlier remedial work in 2009 to repair a 
drainage pipe had been unsuccessful and five hand dug test pits were excavated to 
facilitate the installation of a new water pipe.  

Although no archaeological features were recorded during the watching brief, the 
results have provided a comprehensive record of the deposits on the northern side of 
the church and indicated a relatively high level of disturbance adjacent to the path. 
Previous work on the site has provided evidence that the church dates from the 
Saxon period and indicated Romano-British activity in the vicinity, however the 
relatively minor excavations undertaken during the two phases of watching brief 
completed in 2009 and 2011, did not identify further remains relating to this activity. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 
1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Mrs Drew on behalf of St 

Mary’s Church Parochial Church Council (PCC) (the ‘Client’), to undertake 
an archaeological watching brief during groundworks at St Mary’s Church, 
Eling Hill, Totton, Hampshire (hereafter ‘the Site’) centred on National Grid 
Reference (NGR) 436693, 112462 (Figure 1).

1.1.2 An application was submitted to the Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) to 
improve the drainage in the north-western corner of the churchyard following 
earlier remedial works in 2009. The proposed works comprised the 
excavation of a new drainage trench to connect an existing drain to the main 
church. The DAC Archaeological Advisor recommended an archaeological 
watching brief was maintained during the excavations to record anything of 
archaeological interest and conform to current best practise. 

1.1.3 A WSI (Written Scheme of Investigation, WA 2011), which set out the 
manner in which Wessex Archaeology would implement the archaeological 
watching brief was prepared and submitted to the Client and the DAC 
Archaeological Advisor for approval prior to the commencement of the work. 

1.1.4 The watching brief was carried out on the 25th January 2011; an earlier 
stage of monitoring relating to drainage work was undertaken on the 27th

April 2009. The results of both phases of monitoring are included in this 
report.

1.2 The Site, location and geology 
1.2.1 The parish church of St Mary is located on the eastern side of Eling Hill, 

Totton. It is bounded to the north and south by residential properties and to 
the west by the Eling Hill road. The large churchyard lies predominantly to 
the south and east. (Figure 1).

1.2.2 The church itself sits on high ground at approximately 20m above Ordnance 
Datum (aOD) with views across Bartley Water to the medieval tide mill and 
the main settlement of Eling to the north-west and Eling Channel to the east. 

1.2.3 The underlying bedrock is recorded as the Selsey Sand Formation with no 
superficial geology recorded (British Geological Survey). Observations from 
the watching brief suggest the superficial geology is a combination of sand 
and sandy clays. 

1.3 Archaeological and Historical Background 
1.3.1 A brief search for archaeological and historical sites within a 500m radius of 

the Site via the Hampshire Historic Environment Record (HER) indicates the 
presence of 18 sites, predominantly of a post-medieval and modern date. No 
Scheduled Monuments are recorded within the area. 
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1.3.2 The Church of St Mary may have been a minster during the Saxon period. It 

was altered and enlarged in the 13th, 14th and 15th centuries and restored by 
Benjamin Ferrey in 1863. The building is Grade II* Listed. A group of five 
headstones 8m east of the church and an early 18th century headstone 5m 
to the south-west of the chancel are also Grade II Listed. 

1.3.3 Eling itself is recorded in Domesday. Two mills, a fishery, salt house and the 
church are mentioned. The Tide Mill (also a Grade II* listed building) to the 
north-west of the Site is believed to be of medieval origins (HER reference 
226827).

1.3.4 To the north-east of the Site, a late Neolithic or Bronze Age arrowhead was 
found on Goatee Beach. Although the tip had been damaged in antiquity, 
there was no obvious sign of modern damage. Also to the north, a Lower 
Palaeolithic handaxe and some other flint artefacts were found at Tamland's 
Gravel Pit (HER reference numbers 226797 and 1097004). No other 
prehistoric or Romano-British finds or features are recorded within the 
vicinity of the Site. 

1.3.5 A watching brief was undertaken on land adjacent to the Village Bells pub to 
the south of the Site by Test Valley Archaeological Trust in 1999. No 
archaeological features or finds were recorded.  

1.3.6 In 1994 archaeological work undertaken by Test Valley Archaeological Trust 
within the church (Nenk, Margeson and Hurley 1995, 211), located reused 
grave markers beneath the current south aisle. The style of these suggests 
they are of possible 10th or 11th century date. Quantities of Romano-British 
pottery were found beneath the floor of the nave and were associated with a 
dark soil containing animal and other organic refuse.  

1.4 Aims and Objectives 
1.4.1 The aims and objectives of the watching brief were to record, as far as 

reasonably possible, the location, extent, date, nature, character and 
relationships of any surviving archaeological remains observed during the 
groundworks.

2 METHODOLOGY 

2.1.1 The full detailed methodology of the archaeological works was set out in a 
Written Scheme of Investigation (Wessex Archaeology 2011).  The WSI was 
submitted to and approved by the DAC Archaeological Advisor prior to 
fieldwork commencing. 

2.1.2 The fieldwork consisted of the monitoring of groundworks undertaken 
beneath the present ground surfaces. The complete stratigraphic sequence 
and any archaeological deposits were recorded using Wessex 
Archaeology’s pro forma record sheets with a unique numbering system for 
individual contexts. A full photographic record was compiled utilising digital 
images.

2.1.3 The first phase of works was recorded under site code 71630. A unique site 
code for the second phase (71631) was allocated to the Site. The relevant 
code was used on all records and finds. 

WA Project No. 716312



                                                        St Mary’s Church, Totton,  
Archaeological Watching Brief

                                
2.2 Best practice 
2.2.1 The watching brief was carried out in accordance with the relevant guidance 

given in the Institute for Archaeologist’s Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Watching Briefs (IfA 2008).

2.3 Copyright
2.3.1 This report may contain material that is non-Wessex Archaeology copyright 

(e.g. Ordnance Survey, British Geological Survey, Crown Copyright), or the 
intellectual property of third parties, which we are able to provide for limited 
reproduction under the terms of our own copyright licences, but for which 
copyright itself is non-transferrable by Wessex Archaeology. You are 
reminded that you remain bound by the conditions of the Copyright, Designs 
and Patents Act 1988 with regard to multiple copying and electronic 
dissemination of the report. 

3 WATCHING BRIEF RESULTS 

3.1 Introduction 
3.1.1 The results of two phases of an archaeological watching brief are provided 

below. Details of individual excavated contexts and features are retained in 
the Site archive. 

3.2 Results 
3.2.1 The initial phase of archaeological work comprised the observation of a 

single hand dug test pit measuring 1.0m x 0.7m. The test pit (TP1) was 
positioned adjacent to the north-west outer wall of the church in order to 
locate a leaking waterpipe (Figure 1). The north-facing section of the test pit 
showed a build up of churchyard soil, in excess of 0.8m and appeared to be 
banked up against the tower and its buttress. Within the deposit, fragments 
of disarticulated human bone, brick and peg tile were noted. Part of TP1 was 
disturbed by a modern drain. 

3.2.2 The final phase of monitoring comprised the hand excavation of a further 
five test pits (TP2-TP6). The test pits were located on the north side of the 
church between the churchyard steps in the west and the existing toilet 
block to the east (Figure 1). A new water pipe was then threaded between 
the trial holes using a mechanical mole. 

3.2.3 Each test pit measured 1.0m x 0.5m, with the exception of Test Pit 6 which 
measured 1.0m x 0.7m. Test Pit 6 was located immediately adjacent to the 
toilet block and was adjusted due to the presence of existing services and 
obstructions. The westernmost trial hole (TP 2) was excavated to a depth of 
2.4m; the depth of the remaining test pits decreased as they proceeded 
further east and upslope towards the toilet block. 

3.2.4 Test Pit 2 was located adjacent to the churchyard steps and an existing 
manhole cover and immediately behind a retaining brick wall. A grey-black 
loam churchyard soil was recorded to a depth of 0.46m and lay directly over 
a pale yellow-grey sandy silt loam, 0.50m thick, beneath which, a pale 
yellow sand was recorded. Fragments of brick and post-medieval pottery 
were observed in the spoil from the excavation. 
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3.2.5 Test Pit 3 was positioned adjacent to the churchyard wall and had been 

partially disturbed by an existing gas main. Nevertheless a similar 
stratigraphic sequence was observed and comprised the same churchyard 
soil (recorded to a depth of 0.34m) which directly overlay a pale mottled 
orange-green sandy clay. This deposit continued beyond the maximum 
depth of the trial hole (0.94m) and fragments of brick was noted, but not 
collected. 

3.2.6 The remaining three test pits were cut through the tarmac path. Beneath the 
0.15m of tarmac and chippings the same churchyard soil was observed. The 
deposit continued beyond the maximum depth of each test pit which ranged 
from 0.70m to 0.84m in depth. All three trial holes also contained modern 
services. 

4 FINDS 

4.1.1 No artefactual material was retrieved during the work.  

4.1.2 Disarticulated skeletal remains were collected during the excavation but 
were reinterred in the appropriate test pit before it was backfilled.  

4.1.3 Post-medieval and modern material was noted and identified on Site but not 
retained.

5 CONCLUSIONS  

5.1.1 The results of the watching brief have provided a comprehensive record of 
the deposits on the northern side of the church and indicated a relatively 
high level of disturbance. 

5.1.2 Previous work on the Site has provided evidence that the church dates from 
the Saxon period and indicated Romano-British activity in the vicinity, 
however the relatively minor excavations undertaken during the two phases 
of watching brief completed in 2009 and 2011, did not identify further 
remains relating to this activity. 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS  

6.1.1 No further work is recommended. The submission of this report to the 
Hampshire HER and the completion of an OASIS form are considered to be 
an adequate level of publication. 

7 ARCHIVE 

7.1.1 The project archive was prepared in accordance with the guidelines outlined 
in Appendix 3 of Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 
1991) and in accordance with the Guidelines for the preparation of 
excavation archives for long term storage (Walker 1990). It comprises a ring-
bound file containing the written records and a copy of the Written Scheme 
of Investigation. The project archive is currently held at the offices of 
Wessex Archaeology under the project codes 71630 and 71631. In due 
course the complete archive of both this and the previous work will be 
deposited with the Hampshire County Council Museums Service. 
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7.1.2 Information on the Site will be placed on the online information resource 

OASIS.
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of the deposits on the northern side of the church and indicated a 
relatively high level of disturbance adjacent to the path. Previous 
work on the site has provided evidence that the church dates from 
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