Wessex Archaeology Iil

Land to the West of Sainsbury’s Store
Bath Road, Melksham, Wiltshire

Archaeological Evaluation Report

Ref: 72030 July 2009




[1] Wessex Archaeology

Land to the West of Sainsbury’s Store,
Bath Road, Melksham

Archaeological Evaluation Report

Prepared on behalf of
WYG Environment
Hawkridge House
Chelston Business Park
Wellington
Somerset
TA21 8YA

By
Wessex Archaeology
Portway House
Old Sarum Park
SALISBURY
Wiltshire
SP4 6EB

Report reference: 72030.03

July 2009

© Wessex Archaeology Limited 2009, all rights reserved
Wessex Archaeology Limited is a Registered Charity No. 287786



[1] Wessex Archaeology

Land to the West of Sainsbury’s Store,
Bath Road, Melksham

Archaeological Evaluation Report

Bath Road, Melksham
Evaluation Report

Contents

1 INTRODUCTION ...iiiiiiiiiiiiies e
1.1 Project Background ...........ccooovveiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee
1.2 Site Location, Land Use, Topography and Geology
1.3 Archaeological and Historical Background...............
1.4 Previous Archaeological Work............ccccvvveiiiinnnnns
METHODOLOGY ...t
RESULTS .o
3.1 INtroducCtion........ooeviiiiii
3.2 ArEA L.
3.3 AICA 2.
B4 ATEA 3

wnN

4.2 POMEIY cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
4.3 Ceramic Building Material (CBM) ..........coooevvvvinnnen.
4.4  ANIMAl BONE ..o
45 Other FINAS......ooiiiiiieiiieeee e
5 DISCUSSION ..o
5.1 Evaluation reSultS .......coooeveiiiiiiiiieceeeeeeeee e,
6 REFERENCES..........c.cc

List of Figures and Plates

Figures
1 Site and trench location plan

2
3

Area 1: Plan of Trenches 1-5 and Plates 1 & 2
Area 3: Plan of Trenches 8-10 and Plates 3 & 4

Plates

1

2
3
4

Trench 2, view from north-west (1x1m, 1x2m)

Trench 5, north facing section (1x1m)

Trench 8, culvert 815 and ditch 813, view from south-west (1x2m)
Trench 9, south-west facing section (1x1m)

i WA Project No. 72030



Bath Road, Melksham

[1] Wessex Archaeology e aaation Report

Land to the West of Sainsbury’s Store,
Bath Road, Melksham

Archaeological Evaluation Report

Summary

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by WYG Environment to undertake a
programme of archaeological work on land west of Sainsbury’s store, Bath Road,
Melksham, Wiltshire in advance of development proposals to extend the existing food
store and other associated works.

Ten evaluation trenches of varying sizes were excavated in three Areas (Areas 1-3)
defined within the proposed development, to investigate the archaeological potential
of the Site. The work aimed to identify the date, extent, character and preservation of
the underlying archaeological remains and characterise the remains for the purpose
of informing a strategy to mitigate the impact of the proposed development.

No archaeological remains were exposed in Areas 1 and 2 (Trenches 1-7) and only
natural water borne geological deposits and modern make up layers were recorded.
The modern deposits, indicative of extensive earthmoving and recent landscaping
activity are likely to be associated with a former works compound utilised during the
construction of the existing Sainsbury’s store.

Area 3 (Trenches 8-10) revealed evidence of a possible palaeochannel or natural
river terrace, although, the nature and form of the feature could not be confirmed. A
possible disturbed ground surface or occupation layer containing Saxon pottery was
recorded which was cut through by a post-medieval or modern water culvert. Several
other undated features were also recorded.

The fieldwork was carried out from the 7™ to the 10™ July 2009.
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INTRODUCTION

Project Background

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by WYG Environment on behalf of
WYG Planning to undertake a programme of archaeological works at land
west of Sainsbury’s Store, Bath Road, Melksham, Wiltshire (NGR 390178
163867) hereafter ‘the Site’ (Figure 1).

The programme of archaeological work was required by the Wiltshire County
Archaeological Service in accordance with DoE Planning Policy Guidance
Note 16 (PPG 16) ‘Archaeology and Planning’ (Nov. 1990) following the
submission of a planning application (Planning app. no.: W/09/00690/FUL)
to Wiltshire Council in March 2009 with proposals for an extension to the
existing Sainsbury’s food store and car park, construction of a new
pedestrian link to Bank Street, relocation of the filling station and associated
landscape and ecological improvements.

A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was prepared by Guy Kendall of
WYG Environment on behalf of Tristan Hutton of WYG Planning in
accordance with a brief supplied by Vanessa Clarke of Wiltshire Council
(WYG, 2009). The WSI set out a method statement for archaeological
evaluation of the Site comprising trial trenching. The evaluation was
intended to aid the determination of a mitigation strategy to offset the impact
of the proposed development.

This report documents the results of the evaluation and presents an
assessment of the results of these works, taking account of the stated aims
of the evaluation.

The evaluation fieldwork was carried out from 7™ to 10" July 2009.

Site Location, Land Use, Topography and Geology

Extending to some 3.6ha in size, the Sainsbury’s store is located to the
immediate west of Bath Road, in the northern area of Melksham Town
Centre (centred on NGR 390195 163888). The Site includes the application
store and existing car park, vacant land to the immediate south-east and an
area of landscaped land to the south-west.

The Site is bounded to the north and west by the River Avon. A variety of
town and residential uses are located to its south and east including the
graveyard of St. Michael's church.  Wiltshire Wildlife Trust operates the
Conygre Mead nature reserve to the south-west of the Site (WYG, 2009, 1).
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The Site was subdivided into three separate areas of investigation; Area 1
centred on NGR 390214, 163912 at a height of 33.41m above Ordnance
Datum (aOD) is located in the area of the proposed extension to the existing
Sainsbury’s car park.

Area 2 was centred on NGR 390185, 163867 at a height of 34.66m aOD and
Area 3 was centred on 390167 163796 at a height of 37.06m aOD. Areas 2
and 3 are located over the proposed ecological improvements and flood
compensation works.

The underlying geology comprises alluvial silts associated with the River
Avon and drift First River Terrace Gravels. (BGS Sheet 265) A bore hole
survey identified silt rich Flandrian alluvium overlying the Pleistocene gravels
(CAT, 1994, 5)

Archaeological and Historical Background

The following archaeological background to the Site was set out in the WSI
(WYG 2009) and was mostly derived from the Wiltshire Sites and
Monuments (SMR) held at Wiltshire Council, Wiltshire & Swindon History
Centre, Cocklebury Rd, Chippenham.

The areas proposed for new car parking (Area 1) and flood compensation
and ecological improvements (Areas 2 and 3) to the west of the existing
Sainsbury store fall within an area of potential archaeological interest.

A number of multi-period finds have been made close to the River Avon in
the vicinity of the Site, including a single Palaeolith from the river gravels,
whose fresh condition suggests that it lay in situ prior to discovery. Other
finds include sherds of Neolithic Peterborough Ware pottery, an assemblage
of Bronze Age metalwork comprising three bronze phalerae (discs), two of
which showed evidence of ritual damage, three bronze socketed
spearheads, a dirk blade, two spearheads and Roman pottery from the
vicinity of Bypass Bridge (ST96SW301; ST96SW100, STO6SW150 and
ST96SW551). The Site lies on that of the former Ark Cloth factory, in
existence between c.1751 and c.1865, when it was demolished (WCC,
2004, COM9).

Previous Archaeological Work

A borehole survey of the area was undertaken in 1994 by the Cotswold
Archaeological Trust (CAT, 1994) which identified a possible palaeochannel
to the south of the current course of the Avon. Transect 1, boreholes 1-6
(ibid Fig 3) was aligned north-west to south-east running from the eastern
edge of the Avon floodplain through Area 3 up the slope towards the
graveyard of St. Michael's Church to the east.

There was a marked difference in the morphological character of the
deposits observed within borehole 3 and 4. A thick humic silt rich alluvium
was identified in borehole 4 and was interpreted as having been deposited in
low energy fluvial conditions and the result of vegetative decay, but the
distinct differing nature to that found within borehole 3 inferred some form of
barrier, potentially man-made (revetment, wall, dyke) or something natural
such as a gravel bank or sand bar. The presence of a sand bar or natural
barrier would suggest a palaeochannel in this area.
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METHODOLOGY

The evaluation of the Site was undertaken by the mechanical excavation of
10 trenches of varying dimensions. Thirteen trenches had been proposed in
the WSI, however the extent of the vegetation cover, restrictive space and
overhead power cables saw the abandonment of Trenches 11-13. This was
agreed on Site with the Assistant County Archaeologist for Wiltshire Council.

The trenches were excavated under constant archaeological supervision
using a back-hoe excavator with a toothless grading bucket. The
mechanical excavation proceeded in spits to the top of the uppermost
archaeological horizon or natural geology which ever was encountered first.
The machine excavated arisings were stored adjacent to the trench and
were scanned for artefacts.

Archaeological features and deposits were subsequently hand cleaned and
sample excavated in keeping with the methodology set out in the WSI.
Features and deposits were recorded using Wessex Archaeology’s pro
forma record sheets and a unique numbering system for individual contexts,
and were planned at a scale of 1:20. Sections were drawn at 1:10.

All principal strata and features were related to the Ordnance Survey datum.
The trench was located using a Leica GPS survey system.

A photographic record of the evaluation was maintained, including black and
white negatives (on 35mm film) and digital images. The photographic record
illustrated both the detail and general context of the archaeological remains
revealed, and the Site as a whole. Following all investigation and recording,
the trenches were backfilled.

The archive and all artefacts were subsequently transported to the offices of
Wessex Archaeology in Salisbury where they were processed and assessed
for this report. The excavated material and archive including plans,
photographs and written records are currently held at the Wessex
Archaeology offices under the project code 72030.

It is intended that the archive should ultimately be deposited in Devizes
Museum.

RESULTS

Introduction

The following sections provide a summary of the information held in the Site
archive. Details of individual excavated contexts and features are retained in
the Site archive and a detailed tabulated version of these can be found in
Appendix 1.

A number of trenches were shortened or moved from their original positions
due to obstacles on the Site, and in a number of instances the trenches were
extended to investigate features only partially revealed within the original
constraints of the trench.
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The results of the evaluation are presented below by Area.
Areal

Area 1 was positioned within the proposed car park extension and
investigated through the excavation of Trenches 1-5. The stratigraphic
sequence identified within the trenches was generally consistent across the
whole area although evidence of varying levels of truncation was evident.

The Site was sealed by a layer of disturbed topsoil (101/201/301/401/501) c.
0.10m thick, which sealed a layer of redeposited material mixed with modern
waste material ¢. 0.15m thick and recorded as (102/202/302/402/502). In
Trenches 2 and 4 this layer sealed an isolated deposit of light yellow
crushed sandstone material (203/403).

Below these deposits and covering the whole Site was surface
(104/204/303/404/503). This layer of type 1 gravel was deposited upon a
layer of terram or similar geo-textile material to form an area of hard
standing most likely related to the use of the area as a compound associated
with the initial construction of the Sainsbury’s store. Contemporary with this
was a solid concrete surface (103), the base for a porta-cabin and number of
drains (106/205/305/407).

In Trench 5 a disturbed natural deposit (504) consisting of alluvial silty clay,
was revealed below (503), which sealed the underlying natural geology.

The earliest and lowest deposit observed was natural alluvium deposited as
a result of seasonal flooding events. This natural deposit was revealed in
each trench and was identical although, patches of gleyed material (an
indication of the changes in water content of the deposit) were noted. This
layer was recorded as (105/207/307/406/505) and was consistently recorded
at a depth of 1.75m below the current ground surface at a height of 31.61m
aOD.

No archaeological features were observed in Area 1.
Area 2

Trenches 6 and 7 were positioned to investigate the area proposed for
ecological improvement and flood alleviation works. The same stratigraphic
sequence to that in Area 1 was revealed in both trenches and again it was
clear that the area had been heavily landscaped.

The removal of ¢. 0.35m of topsoil (601/701) revealed a deliberate dump of
modern waste material (602/702) c. 0.30m thick, which sealed a further
modern dump of material (603/703) ¢ .0.80m thick, containing brick rubble
and asbestos tiles. The top of this deposit was exposed at between 0.60m
and 0.70m below the current ground surface at a height of c. 33.90m aOD.
Natural alluvium was revealed at c. 1.50 below the current ground surface at
a height of c. 33.22m aOD.

No archaeological features were observed in Area 2.
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Area 3

Area 3, in the western most part of the Site, was again targeted on areas
where ecological improvement and flood alleviation works were proposed.
All three trenches (Tr8, Tr9 and Trl0) revealed a similar stratigraphic
sequence and it was clear the area had been heavily landscaped.

The removal of the overlying topsoil and turf (801/901/1001) revealed a
series of deliberate dumps of waste material used to landscape the area.
Each layer (805/902/ 903/1002/1003/1004/1005/1006) contained a mix of
modern brick and concrete and sealed archaeological layers and features.

It was clear that the underlying natural geology was quite varied in its nature
as a result of fluvial activity. In Trenches 8 and 10 the natural (804/1007)
was observed as alluvial silts mixed with flint gravels and was revealed at a
height of 35.64m aOD and 35.87m aOD respectively. In Trench 9 the
natural was almost 1m higher at c. 36.58m aOD and consisted of river
terrace gravels. This indicated a possible gravel island at the edge of the
river channel or higher gravel terrace. The natural clearly sloped to the west
towards the River Avon.

The earliest observed feature (806/809/910) was natural in origin and
interpreted as either the edge of the palaeochannel inferred from the
borehole survey (CAT 1994) or the edge of the natural river terraces leading
to the Avon.

In Trench 8, the earliest observed fill within the terrace/palaeochannel was a
naturally derived alluvial deposit (812). This was overlain by deposit (810)
which was potentially equal to (909) in Trench 9 and subsequently sealed by
dark organic deposit (807/811) potentially equal to (908). This deposit was
identified in the borehole survey (ibid. 12) as being formed as a result of
decaying vegetation within the slow moving waters of the palaeochannel,
however the possibility remains that this layer represents an occupation
layer, possible an old ground surface on a terrace leading to the river.
Pottery recovered from this deposit was dated to the 11™14™ century,
although this relatively wide date range, coupled with the uncertain nature
and origin of this deposit makes interpretation circumspect.

In Trench 9 a north-west to south-east aligned undated ditch (911) was
revealed cutting the natural (914). The fill of the feature appears to be
naturally derived topsoil material and was sealed by (908); all deposits were
of a similar nature.

Layer (807/811/908) was cut through by ditch (815/905). This feature
potentially forms the remains of a water culvert for the movement of clean
water over some distance as it was lined with blue grey clay (907) and
associated with collapsed capping structure (906). Bricks incorporated into
the collapsed structure (906) were dated to the post-medieval period In
Trench 8, an undated ditch (813) was observed cutting (810) and (812). A
small undated feature (802) was observed cutting the natural (804). It was
unclear if the feature was a pit or natural feature (tree/shrub root bole hole).

Gullies (813) and (815) were sealed by layer (817) which contained early to
middle Saxon pottery and Saxo-Norman (10" to 12" century) pottery. This
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thick layer is potentially a relict ground surface which was overlain by
dumped material when the area was landscaped.

Layer (817) was sealed by (808) (equal to (904) in Trench 9); a deliberate
dump of redeposited blue grey clay which contained modern waste (glass,
brick, old wellington boot and hot water bottle). This material had been used
as a levelling deposit. (808/904) was sealed by modern landscaping layers.

In Trench 10 a number of modern features were identified cutting the natural
(1007) at c. 1.45, below the current ground surface at a height of c. 35.87m
aOD. This included a ceramic field drain and soak-away.

A live water pipe was also revealed in Trench 10 at c. 050m below the
ground surface at a height of 36.56m aOD.

FINDS

Introduction

The evaluation produced a small finds assemblage, deriving from contexts
within four trenches (Tr2, Tr5, Tr8, Tr9), and including material of prehistoric,
Saxon, medieval and post-medieval date. Most finds came from Trenches 8
and 9 within Area 3. The finds have been quantified by material type within
each context (see Table 1).

Pottery

The earliest pottery comprises a single sherd from layer (817), a rim sherd in
a sandy fabric with sparse organic temper. This can be dated as
early/middle Saxon.

Five sherds are in coarse, calcareous (limestone-tempered) fabrics. At least
one of these, an abraded and leached example from layer (817), could be a
Cheddar-type wheelthrown ware of Saxo-Norman date (10™-12" century).
Other sherds (layers 807, 811, 908) are more likely to be local to north
Wiltshire, with a potential date range of 11" to 13" century.

One sherd from layer (908) is in a fine, sandy, glazed fabric, with slip
decoration, probably from a jug of 13" or early 14" century date.

The remaining two sherds (layers 810, 904) are post-medieval redwares.
Ceramic Building Material (CBM)

The CBM is all of post-medieval date, and comprises fragments of brick. All
appear to be of unfrogged form, with a probable date range prior to c. 1800.
This includes fragments from the brick/stone capping of culvert (905).

Animal Bone

A total of 38 bones were recovered at the Site with a possible date range
from prehistoric to post-medieval. Conjoining fragments that were
demonstrably from the same bone were counted as one bone in order to
minimise distortion; consequently, totals do not correspond to the raw

6 WA Project No. 72030
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fragment counts given in Table 1. All bones derive from mammals. No
bones from bird, fish or amphibians were present. No fragments were
recorded as ‘medium mammal or ‘large mammal’; these were instead
consigned to the unidentified category.

All animal bone fragments were in fair or good condition. One bone showed
signs of butchery with a saw, indicating that the remains contain food waste
(Table 2), and the use of a saw indicates a late medieval or later date. The
gnawed bones show that dogs had access to the bones prior to deposition.

The identified bones in this small assemblage derive from horse (n=5), cattle
(8), sheep/goat (8) and pig (3).

Other Finds

Other finds comprise a single worked flint (presumed to be prehistoric, but

residual in layer 817), a small quantity of ironworking slag (uncertain date),
two plain clay pipe stems, and some modern vessel glass.

Table 1: All finds by context (number / weight in grammes)

Animal
Context Bone CBM Pottery Other Finds
207 17/305
505 2/50
803 2/4
807 28/286 3/96 1/4 2224 slag
808 1/16 1 clay pipe
810 1/18 1/18
811 2/15 1 worked flint
814 2/135
817 2/13
904 1/29 1 clay pipe; 5 glass
906 3/1130
908 2/20
Total 51/764 8/1276 9/99

Table 2: Animal bone condition and potential (n)

Unid. Loose | Gnawe Measureable | Ageable Butchere | Total no.
teeth d d frags
14 1 2 2 5 1 38

5 DISCUSSION

51 Evaluation results

5.1.1 Areas 1 and 2 were devoid of any archaeological remains and revealed only
natural water borne geological deposits and modern make up layers and
landscaping events.

5.1.2 Area 3 however revealed some positive archaeological results, although

given the confines of the evaluation trenches full interpretation is difficult.
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The full extent of the possible palaeochannel (806/809/910) was not
revealed within the evaluation trenches, despite an extension to Trench 9.
The evaluation was unable to positively confirm the palaeochannel
suggested in the results of the borehole survey (CAT, 1994) and raised the
possibility the feature was part of a series of gravel river terraces leading
down to the current course of the Avon, now overlain by alluvium and
anthropogenic deposits. (see Goldberg & Macphail, 2006, Figure 5.13).

Despite containing pottery dating to the 11™ to 13™ century, the possible
buried ground surface (807/811/908) was heavily disturbed and the pottery
may be residual. The likelihood of it being an occupation layer or former
ground surface is supported by the identification of water culvert (815/905)
cutting through it. No dating was recovered from the ditches (813/911) and
the water culvert is probably post-medieval in date.
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Appendix 1: Evaluation Trench Context Summary Tables

bgl = below ground level. CBM = ceramic building material

TRENCH 1

Type:

| Machine Excavated

Dimensions:

15m by 1.60

| Max. depth: 0.50

Ground level: 33.37m aOD

context

description

depth (bgl)

101

Topsoil

Current turf and topsoil of area of disturbed grassland. Mid grey
brown silty clay with sparse randomly dispersed sub rounded
stone inclusions, evidence of bioturbation.

0-0.08m

102

Layer

Modern over-burden light grey brown silty clay with common sub
angular stones. Deliberate deposited layer of material, probably
the derived from the original ground surface material which was
removed by machine when the area was utilised as a compound
during construction works for the Sainsbury’s Store.

0.08-0.20m

103

Surface

Solid concrete surface. Forms the base of area of hard-standing
in this area. Associated with the use of the area as a compound
for construction works. Concrete slab probably the remains of
base for a porta-cabin. As associated with drainage pipe (106).

0.20-0.30m

104

Surface

Modern layer of type 1 gravel utilised as compound surface,
heavily compacted light pinky grey silty clay with abundant
gravels. This deposit observed in trenches 1- 5 in this area.

0.20-0.30

105

Natural

Natural mid yellow brown silty clay with very few inclusions.
Alluvium deposited as a result of natural flooding event.
Repeated depositions of similar water borne material over time.

0.45-
0.50m+

106

Cut

Cut of modern water/drainage pipe associated with the use
of the site as construction compound.

107

Fill

Fill of (106). Light yellow sandy silt with common corn brash type
limestone blocks surrounding plastic drainage/water pipe. Sealed
by (104)

TRENCH 2

Type:

| Machine Excavated

Dimensions:

22.6 by 1.5m

| Max. depth: 1m

Ground level: 33.3m aOD

context

description

depth (bgl)

201

Topsoil

Current turf and topsoil of area of disturbed grassland. Light grey
brown silty clay with sparse randomly dispersed sub rounded
stone inclusions, evidence of bioturbation.

0-0.08m

202

Layer

Modern overburden, mid grey brown silty clay with common
modern rubble inclusions, brick and concrete.

0.08-0.50m

203

Layer

Light yellow sandy layer with occasion small sub rounded poorly
sorted stones. Deliberate dump of waste material.

0.50-0.52m

204

Surface

Modern layer of type 1 gravel utilised as compound surface,
heavily compacted light pinky grey silty clay with abundant
gravels. This surface overlies a layer of terram or similar geo-
textile fabric which has been laid down following the stripping of
the area prior to its use as a compound. This deposit observed in
trenches 1- 5 in this area.

0.52-0.71m

205

Cut

Cut of roughly NW SE alighed modern ditch, it clear cuts
through (204) and has been backfilled with a mix of (204) and
(207); the natural. Filled with (206) feature only partial
investigate to confirm its modern date. Contains modern
plastic and glass, crisp packets.

0.52m +

206

Fill

Single recorded fill of (205), dark brown silty clay with common
pinky/purple gravels derived from (204). Modern

0.52m+

207

Natural

Natural alluvium mid yellow brown silty clay with no coarse
components. Repeated depositions of similar material the result
of seasonal flooding from the river Avon. A number of
disarticulated animal bones were recovered, washer down from
up stream.

WA Project No. 72030
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TRENCH 3

Type:

| Machine Excavated

Dimensions: 17.6 by 1.60m

| Max. depth: 1.75m

Ground level: 33.5m aOD

context

description

depth (bgl)

301

Topsoil

Current turf and topsoil of area of disturbed grassland. Light grey
brown silty clay with sparse randomly dispersed sub rounded
stone inclusions, evidence of bioturbation.

0-0.10m

302

layer

Modern over burden deliberate deposit of mid grey brown silty
clay with modern rubble inclusions (brick, concrete, plastic).

0.10-0.33m

303

Surface

Modern layer of type 1 gravel utilised as compound surface,
heavily compacted light pinky grey silty clay with abundant
gravels.. This deposit observed in trenches 1- 5 in this area.

0.33-0.45m

304

layer

Earlier layer of levelling, compound material which overlies a
layer of terram or similar geo-textile fabric which has been laid
down following the stripping of the area prior to its use as a
compound. Sandy light yellow with commons stone inclusions.
Same material which fills cut (305)

0.45-0.49m

305

Cut

Cut of modern water/drainage pipe trench which cuts (307)
and is in filled with (306). NE SW aligned. Associated with
the sites use as a construction compound.

306

Fill

Fill of (305) dark yellow brown clay with light yellow sand stone
(cornbrash type) fragments. Derived from (304).

307

Natural

Natural alluvium mid yellow brown silty clay with no coarse
components. Repeated depositions of similar material the result
of seasonal flooding from the river Avon. A deep sondage was
excavated through (307) in Trench 3 to investigate underlying
deposits. (307) was recorded as unchanged to a depth of 1.75m
below the ground surface (31.61m aOD)

0.49-1.75m

308

Cut

Cut of modern feature which cuts (301) continues into
Trench 5.

309

Fill

Redeposited clay. Indication of depth to which this feature has
been dug. Fill of (308).

TRENCH 4

Type:

| Machine Excavated

Dimensions:

23.6 by 1.60m

| Max. depth: 1.23m

Ground level: 33.42m aOD

context

description

depth (bgl)

401

Topsoil

Current turf and topsoil of area of disturbed grassland. Light grey
brown silty clay with sparse randomly dispersed sub rounded
stone inclusions, evidence of bioturbation.

0-0.09m

402

Layer

Modern overburden, light grey brown clay with modern
inclusions.

0.09-0.23m

403

Layer

Modern layer of sandy, light yellow brown.

0.23-0.29m

404

Surface

Modern layer of type 1 gravel utilised as compound surface,
heavily compacted light pinky grey silty clay with abundant
gravels. This surface overlies a layer of terram or similar geo-
textile fabric which has been laid down following the stripping of
the area prior to its use as a compound. This deposit observed in
trenches 1- 5 in this area.

0.29-0.49m

405

Layer

Modern dumping layer which is sealed by (404), very similar in
nature to (404), but yellow brown in colour.

0.49-0.63m

406

Natural

Natural alluvium mid yellow brown silty clay with no coarse
components. Repeated depositions of similar material the result
of seasonal flooding from the river Avon. The alluvium has gleyed
patches through out the trench.

0.63-1.23m

407

Cut

Cut of modern water/drainage pipe trench which cuts (407)
and is in filled with (308). NE SW aligned. Associated with
the sites use as a construction compound. Continuation of
(307).

408

Fill

Single recorded fill of (407), plastic water pipe and light yellow
sand stone gravel inclusions.
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TRENCH 5 Type: | Machine Excavated
Dimensions: 9.6 by 1.60m | Max. depth: 1.16m Ground level: 33.55m aOD
context description depth (bgl)
501 Topsoil Current turf and topsoil of area of disturbed grassland. Light grey | 0-0.09m
brown silty clay with sparse randomly dispersed sub rounded
stone inclusions, evidence of bioturbation.
502 Layer Modern overburden, light grey brown clay with modern 0.09-0.34m
inclusions.
503 Surface Modern layer of type 1 gravel utilised as compound surface, 0.34-0.59m
heavily compacted light pinky grey silty clay with abundant
gravels. This surface overlies a layer of terram or similar geo-
textile fabric which has been laid down following the stripping of
the area prior to its use as a compound. This deposit observed in
trenches 1- 5 in this area.
504 Natural Disturbed natural alluvium mid yellow brown silty clay. Repeated | 0.59-0.86m
depositions of similar material the result of seasonal flooding from
the river Avon, which is mixed with modern brick rubble.
505 Natural Natural alluvium mid yellow brown silty clay with no coarse 0.86-1.22m
components. Repeated depositions of similar material the result
of seasonal flooding from the river Avon. The alluvium has gleyed
patches through out the trench.
506 Cut Cut of modern disturbance. Cuts thorough (501) continues -
into Trench 3
507 Fill Redeposited natural clay in filling of modern feature. -
508 Cut Cut of area of modern disturbance -
509 Fill Fill of (509) mixed modern rubble. -
TRENCH 6 Type: | Machine Excavated
Dimensions: 12 by 1.60m | Max. depth: 1.54m Ground level: 34.51m aOD
context description depth (bgl)
601 Topsoil Mid grey brown silty clay with sparse randomly dispersed sub 0-0.30m
rounded inclusions, bioturbated.
602 Layer Modern overburden mid yellow brown silty clay with common 0.30-0.61m
modern rubble and waste material.
603 Layer Modern overburden material mid grey silty clay with common 0.61-1.53m
brick and concrete rubble as well as asbestos tiles.
604 Natural Natural alluvium, light-mid yellow brown 1.53m+
TRENCH 7 Type: | Machine Excavated
Dimensions: 8.5 by 1.6m | Max. depth: 1.50m Ground level: 34.60m aOD
context description depth (bgl)
701 Topsoll Mid grey brown silty clay with sparse randomly dispersed sub 0-0.41m
rounded inclusions, bioturbated.
702 Layer Modern overburden mid yellow brown silty clay with common 0.41-0.72m
modern rubble and waste material.
703 Layer Modern overburden material mid grey silty clay with common 0.72-1.50
brick and concrete rubble as well as asbestos tiles.
704 Natural Natural alluvium, light-mid yellow brown 1.50m+
TRENCH 8 Type: | Machine Excavated
Dimensions: 15.7 by 1.60m | Max. depth: 1.88m Ground level: 36.73m aOD
context description depth (bgl)
801 Topsoil Mid grey brown silty clay with occasional stone inclusions, sub 0-0.27m
rounded 0.05m in size. Which overlies made ground layer (805)
802 Cut Cut of roughly oval feature recorded as 0.82m (total) long by | 0.09m

WA Project No. 72030
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0.58m wide and 0.09m deep and revealed cutting (804) and
filled with (803). Feature is undated and it is unclear if it is
the remains of s small pit or a natural feature, such as atree
or shrub root hole

deep

803

Fill

Single recorded fill of small feature (802), dark grey brown/black
silty sand with small flint gravels. Secondary infilling. As nature of
feature is unclear fill may constitute evidence roots decaying in
situ or material eroding in from the surrounding topsoil to create
the humic nature of this deposit.

0.09m thick

804

Natural

Natural alluvium deposit, which appears to be located on the
edge of a natural sloping terrace or possible palaeo-channel

(806). Mid yellow brown ‘orange’ silty clay with sand patches.
Naturally derived water borne material.

Revealed
at 1.40m
bgl.

805

Layer

Extensive landscaping/levelling deposit which is modern in date,
sealed by topsoil (801) and overlying layer (808). Mid grey brown
silty clay with common brick rubble, plastic, glass, concrete etc.
large scale landscaping event.

0.27-1.09m

806

Cut

(806) is the edge of a possible palaeo-channel or more likely
river terrace leading down to the Avon. Natural slope leading
to the river. This is a natural feature and not man-made and
appears to ‘cut’ (804). Cut is equal to (809) and (910) in
Trench 9 and is filled with (810), (811/807) and (812).

807

Fill/Layer

Layer of dark grey brown silty clay material which is potentially a
buried ground surface if (806) is part of the natural sloping
terrace or is potentially a fill within the palaeo-channel. Fill is very
organic in nature and contains possible Saxon pottery and has
been formed by natural accumulation. Deposit is the same as
(811) and overlies (810).

0.49m thick

808

Layer

Deliberate deposit of redeposited blue grey clay natural material
which is equal to (904) in Trench 9. This material has been used
as levelling to help create the current landscape. (808) is sealed
by (805) and overlies (817) and (807/811).

1.06m thick

809

Cut

(809) is equal to (806). Palaeo-channel or terrace ‘cut’.

810

Layer

Mid reddish brown silty clay fill within terrace/palaeo-channel
(806/809) which is sealed by (807/811). Naturally derived
material probably as a result of seasonal flooding.

0.31m thick

811

Fill/Layer

Equal to (807).

812

Layer

Naturally derived layer within possible terrace/palaeo-channel
(806/809). Deposit is potentially sealed by (810) but this was not
proven but has been physically cut through by gully (813).

0.17m,
thick+

813

Cut

Cut if NE SW aligned gully with steep straight sides and a
concave base which was recorded as 0.71m long by 0.45m
wide and 0.47m deep and was revealed in sondage cutting
(810). Filled with (814) which contained no dateable material.
The function of this feature is unclear though it is running
parallel to the partially filled palaeo-channel or terrace
(806/809), and therefore is potentially associated.

0.47m
deep.

814

Fill

Single recorded secondary fill of (813), mid-dark grey brown silty
clay fill, unclear if naturally derived material or deliberate
deposition.

0.47m thick

815

Cut

Cut of NE SW aligned gully which is filled with blue grey clay
and structural elements. The gully is post-medieval in date
at the earliest and cuts (811). The blue grey clay fill
potentially indicates that the gully was used to hold or divert
water, acting as a culvert.

816

Fill

Redeposited blue grey clay fill of (815). Crating water proof base
to feature to allow movement of water.

817

Layer

Mixed and disturbed mid reddish brown silty clay layer, potentially
old ground surface which has been sealed by (808). And overlies

0.39m thick
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(814) and (816). Contains pottery dated to the Saxon period but
also more modern finds

TRENCH 9

Type:

| Machine Excavated

Dimensions: 17 by 1.6m

| Max. depth: 1.75m

Ground level: 37.28m aOD

context

description

depth (bgl)

901

Topsoil

Current topsoil and turf of area of landscaped grassland. Mid
grey brown silty clay loam.

0-0.30m

902

Layer

Layer of redeposited alluvium, mid yellow brown silty clay,
landscaping deposit. Sealed by (901)

0.30-0.60m

903

Layer

Deliberate dump of waste material to use to landscape the area.
Mix of building rubble (brick, concrete, plastic) and mid grey
brown silty clay material. sealed by (902)

0.60-1.21m

904

Layer

Redeposited blue grey clay. Equal to (808) in Trench 8.
Deliberate landscaping deposit. Which caps (908).

1.21-1.75

905

Cut

Cut of NE SW aligned gully which is filled with blue grey clay
and structural elements. The gully is post-medieval in date
at the earliest and cuts (908). Filled with blue grey clay (907)
which potentially indicates that the gully was used to hold or
divert water, acting as a culvert. And brick and stone
structure (906). Equal to (815)

906

Structure

Stone and brick structure potentially forming the upper portion of
a culvert (now collapsed). Set above (907) in (905).

907

Fill

Deliberate fill of redeposited blue grey clay within (905). This clay
would have allowed for the movement of water along the length
of the gully and acted as a culvert.

908

Layer

Dark grey brown silty loam layer which has been cut by (905).
This layer is potentially a buried ground surface overlying one of
the terraces leading down to the river or potentially the upper fill
of a palaeo-channel. Interpretation of this layer is difficult as it
was not fully exposed. Probably equal to (807/811) and overlies
(909).

0.20m thick
+

909

Layer

Layer of mixed and mottled disturbed natural mid yellow brown
silty clay with common sandy pockets. Naturally derived water
borne material which is overlain by (908) within possible palaeo-
channel/river terrace (910).

910

Cut

Cut of possible natural palaeo-channel/river terrace leading
to the river Avon. Equal to (806/809). Only one of edge of this
‘feature was exposed because of the depth of the overlying
material. the feature appears filled with (904) and (908).

911

Cut

Cut of NW SE aligned ditch was revealed cutting the natural
geology (914) at the east end of Trench 9. At this point the
natural is only 0.60m below the current ground surface at
€.36.80m aOD which show the undulating nature of the
underlying natural geology. The ditch is seen running down
slope towards the river it is potentially the remains of
drainage channel from the grave yard. Undated. Recorded as
linear with steep straight sides and a flat base and 4.40m in
length total and 0.78m wide and 0.50m deep.

0.50m
deep

912

Fill

Upper secondary fill of ditch (911). Dark grey brown black silty
loam with rare small gravel inclusions. No finds.

0.38m thick

913

Fill

Lower secondary fill of ditch (911) mid to dark grey brown black
with common pea grit, probably the same as (912) but with more
worm activity within in.

0.12m thick

TRENCH 10

Type:

| Machine Excavated

Dimensions:

15.5 by 1.60m

| Max. depth: 1.415m Ground level:

37.24m aOD

context

description

depth (bgl)

1001

Topsoil

| Current topsoil and turf of area of grassland which has been

0-0.10m

WA Project No. 72030

13




Bath Road, Melksham

[1] Wessex Archaeology e aaation Report

extensively landscaped. Grey brown silty clay.

1002

Layer

Deliberate dump of waste material. Mix of brick and stone rubble,
concrete and plastic and ceramic pipe used to landscape the
area.

0.10-0.32m

1003

Layer

Mid grey brown silty clay, heavily disturbed and compact,
possible old ground surface sealed by made ground. (1002).

0.32-0.54m

1004

Layer

Deposit of light yellow brown clay. Redeposited natural alluvium
used as landscaping material. Sealed by (1003).

0.54-0.86m

1005

Layer

Dark grey brown silt lam with small limestone and sandstone
inclusions, possible buried ground surface sealed by made
ground (1004)

0.86-1.07m

1006

Layer

Dark brown with grey patches silty clay loam, possible subsaoil
layer, mix of natural alluvium and topsoil type material. seals a
number of modern features revealed at the base of the trench
cutting the natural.

1.07-1.45m

1007

Natural

Natural basal geology, thin band of water borne silt overlying
gravels. Cut by a number of modern features, not observed
cutting form higher in sequence, including large clay filled pit with
land drains running into it.

1.45m+

14 WA Project No. 72030
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