




Offshore Renewables 

Protocol for Archaeological Discoveries 

The reporting process

On land At sea

Discoveries found 

in the intertidal zone

A find is made during 

construction

Discoveries made 

on  board a vessel

A find is made on board 

the vessel, in grabs or 

attached to anchors 

and cables

Discoveries found 

after work on site

A find or anomaly is 

discovered during sample 

analysis or while reviewing 

geophysical data

Discoveries found 

on the seabed

An anomaly indicates 

that an object or structure 

has been encountered on 

the seabed

Project Staff

Inform Site Champion

Report to 

Nominated Contact

Handout 3: The reporting process

Site Champion

Avoid further disturbance work in this area 

(if found during works)

Note the occurrence, in a daybook, or site log

Photograph any find(s) recovered (see Handout 4)

Arrange for any recovered find to be immersed in 

seawater (if waterlogged) or in a suitable, clean, 

covered container as appropriate (see Handout 5)

Inform the Nominated Contact and pass on all available 

information, including a copy of the Preliminary Record 

and copies of any photographs, drawings or data files

Site Champion

Cease work that may impact the seabed in that area, 

or move to a new location

Examine any gear, such as grapnels or ploughs, 

coming up from the seafloor

Note the occurrence in the vessel’s log

Mark the area on navigational/survey software

Photograph any find(s) recovered (see Handout 4)

Arrange for any recovered find to be immersed in 

seawater (if waterlogged) or in a suitable, clean, 

covered container as appropriate (see Handout 5)

Inform the Nominated Contact and pass on all available 

information, including a copy of the Preliminary Record 

and copies of any photographs, drawings or data files
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Handout 6: Prehistoric finds

Some of the first things that spring to mind 

when you think of underwater archaeology are 

shipwrecks and aircraft wrecks. Whilst shipwrecks 

are important, there is a huge range of other 

exciting and significant artefacts that can be 

found under the sea.

Some of the most important finds from the seabed 

are stone tools. Stone tools are the oldest known 

technology used by man. These implements were 

first used in Africa 2.5 million years ago and until 

metal was discovered, stone was the primary 

resource for making tools.

Whilst a large majority of tools are made 

from flint, in places where this was not 

available other stones were used instead. 

It is not only the tools which are of interest to 

archaeologists, flint-knapping produces piles of 

waste flakes. Archaeologists examine the flakes 

to see what sort of tools were being made.

See below for some examples of handaxes, 

arrowheads and flakes.

How to recognise 

stone tools and flakes

Stone tools and flakes have 

recognisable features and 

shapes that indicate they 

were made by humans. The 

negative flake scars and bulb 

of percussion are some of 

the easiest to find.

The bulb of percussion is 

a curved raised lump left 

behind when a flake is struck 

off. The negative scar is a 

concave cone-shaped scar on 

the flake where it came off 

the core - the opposite of the 

bulb of percussion.
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Handout 7: Metalwork and Concretions

What is a concretion?

Concretions are dense clumps of hard material that 

develop on the surface of iron or other ferrous 

metals as they corrode. A concretion can form one 

clump around an object or become large sections 

on iron shipwrecks. Within a concretion the object 

gradually corrodes away, sometimes leaving only a 

hollow space. It is easy to see if a concretion has 

been freshly pulled off an iron object as it has a 

bright orange rust colour. 

Why are concretions important?

Concretions can easily hide the shape of an object, 

making them impossible to identify. However 

you should not assume that concretions are 

unimportant; x-rays can sometimes reveal what 

lies underneath the concretion, or injecting filler 

can make a mould of the hollow shape.

Recording

As with other types of artefacts, the more 

information we have the better. When recording 

concretions useful information includes length, 

width, diameter and thickness of concretion, 

where possible. 

Keep your eyes peeled

Some people miss concretions as they can 

look like rocks from the seafloor. If you find 

something you’re not sure about, report it.

This x-ray and drawing shows a broken nail wrapped inside a metal sheet

Nail

Metal sheet

A concretion can look like a rock
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Handout 8: Munitions and Ordnance

Despite long periods spent underwater munitions 

can still be extremely dangerous and should always 

be treated with caution. The appropriate response 

when dealing with munitions is to report them to 

the police, coastguard or Ministry of Defence in 

line with your company policy.

How common are munitions?

Up to 10% of the bombs that fell on and around 

the UK during WWII failed to function and so 

far only a fraction 

of these have 

been recovered. 

In addition to these 

‘blind’ munitions, 

ordnance from both 

world wars was 

dumped at sea and 

munitions on board 

sunken vessels are 

rarely salvaged.

Reporting munitions

Always follow safe working procedures when 

dealing with munitions. Before reporting munitions 

via the PAD they must be made safe or identified as 

inert by the police or a military Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal Officer (EOD). Once the items have been 

confirmed as safe and suitable for handling they 

should be reported as normal through the 

protocol. If you have any queries regarding the 

reporting of munitions please contact a member of 

the Implementation Service team.

Always follow Company Guidelines on the 

SAFE TREATMENT OF MUNITIONS 

when they are discovered

Vis or Random pistol

Fuse cap

German WWII machine gun Ammunition


