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Summary

Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Bayview Developments (Bournemouth)
Ltd to undertake an Archaeological Field Evaluation on an area of land located to the
rear of 20 North Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire in support of planning application
(S/2004/2175). The Site formed a sub rectangular piece of land centred on National
Grid Reference 413940 130090.

The Site, currently used as a car park, was bounded to the south by residential back
gardens. To the north, east and west, the site was bounded by both residential and
commercial properties. The underlying geology of the area was Valley Gravel.

One evaluation trench was excavated towards the north of the site and a series of three
geo-technical pits were observed as part of the programme of works undertaken
between the 31st January and 2nd February 2005.

Results from the Archaeological Evaluation and Geo-technical pit observations infer
that land to the rear of 20 North Street Salisbury was utilised for gardening purposes
until its residential and commercial development in the Post-medieval/Modern period.
Finds recovered from the Site comprised sherds of Post-medieval and modern pottery
including a fragment of a Victorian jug, a fragment of undiagnostic Verwood ware
and several fragments of ceramic drain pipe, along with fragments of ceramic building
material (CBM), of modern derivation.

The investigation provided useful information concerning the archaeological and
historical development of Fisherton Street and Fisherton Anger in terms of
understanding the extent of both Medieval settlements. The Site would appear to be
beyond the limits of both settlements and the considerable build up of topsoil derived
material indicating probable garden use, contributes to the evolving picture of past
occupation and activity within Salisbury and its environs.
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20 NORTH STREET, SALISBURY,
WILTSHIRE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Project background

1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by Bayview Developments
(Bournemouth) Ltd to undertake an Archaeological Field Evaluation on an
area of land located to the rear of 20 North Street, Salisbury, Wiltshire (the
Site), in support of planning application (S/2004/2175). The fieldwork was
undertaken between 31st January and 2nd February 2005.

1.2 The Site

1.2.1 The Site comprised a sub rectangular piece of land located to the rear of
number 20 North Street Salisbury and was centred on National Grid
Reference 413940 130090 (Figure 1). It was in use as a car park, bounded to
the south by residential back gardens and to the north, east and west by a
mixture of residential and commercial properties. The underlying geology of
the area was Valley Gravel. (British Geological Survey, 1:50,000, Sheet 298,
1976).

1.3 Archaeological Background

1.3.1 In November 2004 Wiltshire County Council issued a brief for an
archaeological evaluation at North Street Salisbury. The brief stated that the
Site lay within the likely extent of the suburb of Fisherton, which developed
along one of the major routes into the Medieval city of Salisbury. Developing
in the 13th century, the suburb included a Dominican Friary close to
Fisherton Bridge. (Cave Penny, 2004)

1.3.2 Fisherton Street originally formed the main western route from Salisbury and
was therefore developed early in the history of the city. The street was
particularly popular with taverners and by the time of Speeds map of 1611
(not illustrated) there was a continuous line of buildings along the north of
the street, but fewer on the south. This situation had changed by the early 18th

century when the southern side was also continuously occupied (VCH,
1962). The Site at the rear of 20 North Street lay on this southern side of
Fisherton Street.

1.3.3 Cartographic and documentary evidence suggests that the Site lay slightly to
the west of the main area of Medieval development along the southern side
of Fisherton Street, and to the East of the settlement of Fisherton Anger,
along Mill Road. However there was a significant probability that activity
from the Later medieval and Post medieval periods may have been present.
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2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

2.1.1 The aims of the evaluation were to determine, as far as was reasonably
possible, the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and
quality of any surviving archaeological remains liable to be threatened by the
proposed development.

3 METHODOLOGY

3.1 Evaluation Strategy

3.1.1 It was proposed that the Site would be evaluated through the excavation of a
single trial trench measuring 20m by 1.8m. The trench would be located
within the footprint of the proposed building on the north of the Site (Figure
1). As the other proposed building is to be located across the existing
entrance of the Site it was not possible to locate an evaluation trench at this
location. Full details of the agreed evaluation strategy are outlined in  the
Project Design for Archaeological Evaluation (WA 2005).

3.1.2 All archaeological fieldwork was conducted in compliance with standards
outlined in the Institute of Field Archaeologist's Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Field Evaluations (as amended 1994), excepting where
superseded by statements made below. All deposits/features were drawn to
appropriate scales (1:20 for plans, 1:10 for sections), and with reference to a
site grid tied to the Ordnance Survey National Grid. The excavation area was
surveyed using a Leica Total Station. A full photographic record was
maintained using digital and both colour transparencies and black and white
negatives (on 35mm film). The photographic record illustrated both the detail
and the general context of all principal deposits, and the Site as a whole.

3.2 Evaluation Trenches

3.2.1 Trench 1, which was orientated east-west, was situated towards the north of
the current car park at the rear of 20 North Street Salisbury, in accordance
with the agreed trench location issued in the Written Scheme of Investigation
for Archaeological Evaluation (W.A. 2005).  Due to the unexpected  depth of
deposits, the eastern end of the trench was extended to form a box within
which the trench depth could be stepped allowing a machine excavated
sondage to extend the depth of excavation, according to current Health and
Safety recommendations. Measuring c.40m² Trench 1 was excavated using a
JCB mechanical excavator with a toothless grading bucket under constant
archaeological supervision.

3.2.2 Subsequent to archaeological recording procedures, Geo-technical pit 1 was
excavated in the western end of Trench 1 using a JCB mechanical excavator
with a toothless grading bucket under constant archaeological supervision
and extended the depth of the trench to c 3m from the existing ground level.

3.2.3 The archaeological sondage excavated in the eastern end of Trench 1 was
dug to a sufficient depth to serve as Geo-technical pit 2.
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3.2.4 Geo-technical pit 3, which was located in the southern corner of the Site, was
also excavated using a JCB mechanical excavator with a toothless grading
bucket under constant archaeological supervision.

3.3 Health and Safety

3.3.1 All work was carried out in accordance with the Health and Safety at Work
etc. Act 1974 and the Management of Health and Safety regulations 1992
and all other relevant Health and Safety legislation and regulations and codes
of practice in force at the time.

3.3.2 Prior to the commencement of the fieldwork a Risk Assessment was
produced. All site staff involved in works signed and complied with this
document

4 EVALUATION RESULTS

4.1 Archaeology Trench 1

4.1.1 Valley Gravel 114 was encountered at 1.5m below the existing
concrete/hardcore car park surface, overlain by sporadic pockets of sub soil
layer 113, a mid brown sandy silt with frequent pea-grit and rare medium
sub-angular inclusions this deposit was found at the gravel interface within
undulations in the surface. Evidence of rooting was observed at the natural
gravel/subsoil interface.

4.1.2 A considerable depth of sandy silt topsoil derived material 112 formed an
homogenous deposit of dark grey brown sandy silt, with frequent pea-grit
and rare medium stones, overlying sporadic subsoil layer 113. An infrequent
concentration of bone, ceramic and brick fragments were randomly dispersed
through the layer. Occasional irregular small lenses of degraded organic
material  were observed within the deposit during machine excavation. This
layer has been interpreted as derived from the gradual build up garden soil.

4.1.3 A northeast – southwest, aligned linear 110 located towards the eastern end
of Trench 1, truncated build up layer 112. Associated deliberate backfill 111
comprised pale yellow grey re-deposited sandy gravel with red brick and an
undistinguished fragment of clay pipe. It is thought that this feature
represented a drainage trench due to depth and the nature of the backfill. A
remnant of concrete floor base 109 sealed backfill deposit 111.

4.1.4 Three and a half metres east of the western end of Trench 1, a pit or
structural cavity 105 had truncated build up deposit 112. The feature
extended beyond the depth of the trench excavation and was deliberately
back filled with brick rubble and modern detritus deposit, 106. The
pit/structural cavity was capped by a horizontal concrete lintel which
comprised part of rubble hardcore layer 101

4.1.5 At the western end of the trench, abutted by rubble layer 101, a northeast –
southwest, aligned wall foundation cut 102 was recorded. Chalk boulder
foundation deposit 104 was found at the base of the cut overlain by three



4

brick courses, 103. Bricks were unfrogged, regular and mid red in colour.
Coursing was thought to be English bond.

4.1.6 A remnant of tarmac surfacing 107 survived at the western end of the trench
and was overlain by brick rubble deposit 101. Though no direct physical
relationship survived with wall 103, it is suggested that both were
contemporary and related to the previous outbuildings (now demolished)
located along the northern wall of the Site.

4.1.7 The rectangular remains of a probable garage were recorded at the eastern
end of Trench 1 and comprised concrete blocks 108 which formed an east -
west wall base and an associated concrete surface 109 which was constructed
against the wall base. Concrete surface 109, was overlain by rubble layer 101
and sealed linear back-fill 111. The associated wall blocks 108 were only
present in section and appeared to rest in a shallow construction trench
truncating build up layer 112.

4.1.8 Rubble layer 101 abutted remnant wall coursing 103, sealed pit/structural
cavity 102 and overlay surfaces 107 and 109. The organisation of the brick
rubble and concrete slabs suggested deliberate deposition as a hardcore
foundation prior to the construction of the concrete car park surface.

4.1.9 Two types of car park surface were evident within Trench 1, overlying rubble
layer 101. Concrete hardstanding 100 was found at the western end of the
trench and a, light pink and grey medium gravel hardcore within a sandy
matrix 115, formed the car park surface at the eastern end of the trench.

4.2 Geo-technical pit Observations

Test Pit 1
4.2.1 Located at the western end of Trench 1, natural gravel was reached at a depth

of 1.8m from present ground level. No archaeological features were observed
truncating the upper interface. A fine, yellow green sandy clay was reached
at 2m. A sandy gravel alluvial deposit was reached at 2.3m at which point the
water table was breached.

Test Pit 2
4.2.2 The archaeological sondage excavated at the eastern end of Trench 1 was

utilised as Geo-technical Pit 2. Natural Valley gravel was encountered at
1.5m.

Test Pit 3
4.2.3 Located in the southern corner of the Site, Test Pit 3 encountered a

demolition backfill deposit below the gravel hardcore car park surface. Post-
medieval /Modern detritus within the backfill deposit included; brick, slate,
pottery fragments and tile. Natural Valley gravel was reached at 2m. The
water table was breached at 2.3m.

5 FINDS
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5.1.1 Finds recovered from the Site comprised sherds of Post-medieval and
modern pottery including a fragment of a Victorian jug, a fragment of
undiagnostic Verwood ware and several fragments of ceramic drain pipe,
along with fragments of ceramic building material (CBM), of modern
derivation.

5.1.2 Given the nature of the small finds assemblage, no further analysis was
undertaken. The pottery was visually assessed though not retained.

6 DISCUSSION

6.1.1 Results from the Archaeological Evaluation and Geo-technical pit
observations infer that land to the rear of 20 North Street Salisbury was
utilised for gardening purposes until its residential and commercial
development in the Post-medieval/Modern period.

6.1.2 The investigation of the Site at the rear of 20 North Street, Salisbury has
provided useful information concerning the archaeological and historical
development of Fisherton Street and Fisherton Anger it terms of
understanding the extent of both Medieval settlements. The Site would
appear to be beyond the limits of both settlements and the considerable build
up of topsoil derived material indicating probable garden use, contributes to
the evolving picture of past occupation and activity within Salisbury and its
environs.

7 POTENTIAL

7.1.1 From the results of the evaluated area of the Site, it is considered that the
proposed development is unlikely to impact upon Pre-Modern archaeological
deposits.

8 CONFIDENCE  RATING

8.1.1 The trench was carefully examined during initial machining. Topsoil removed
mechanically was examined for finds both during the initial machining and the
subsequent recording. Visibility was good and the nature of the underlying
geology meant that any cut features would have been clearly visible.  It is not
considered that any features of archaeological significance were overlooked.
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10 APPENDIX 1: TRENCH SUMMARY

Evaluation
Trench 1

Max depth: 2.6m Length: 12m Width: 1.9 - 5m

Context
No.

Type Description: Depth:

100 Layer Concrete – car park surface type 0-0.2m
101 Layer Brick rubble layer derived from destruction of

probable outbuildings. Deliberately deposit as a
hardcore layer

0.2-0.6m

102 Cut NE-SW Wall foundation. FB 103/104 0.2-0.7m
103 Fill Brick and mortar wall base. FO 102 0.2-0.5m
104 Fill Chalk block foundation at base of 102 0.5-0.7m
105 Cut Probable pit (Deeper foundation, poss structural

cavity?) FB 106
0.6-1.35m

106 Fill Rubble and detritus deliberate backfill of pit 105 0.6-1.3m
107 Layer Remnant layer of tarmac forming earlier surface,

perhaps associated with outbuildings
0.5-0.55m

108 Wall Concrete blocks forming wall base of possible
garage. Associated with 109

0.06-0.36m

109 Layer Concrete surface constructed against wall base
108. A possible garage surface

0.34-0.4m

110 Cut NE-SW Wall foundation FB 111 0.7-1.5m
111 Fill Re-deposited sandy gravel with modern brick

inclusions FO 110
0.7-1.5m

112 Layer Topsoil accumulation. Dark grey brown sandy silt,
an homogenous deposit with frequent pea-grit and
rare medium stones & bone/ceramic fragments

0.6-1.2m

113 Layer Lower subsoil interface. Occurs sporadically
within slight undulations in the surface of the
natural. A mid brown sandy silt with frequent pea-
grit and rare medium sub-angular inclusions

1.2-1.5m

114 Layer Natural – Sandy clay gravel. Small-Medium sub-
angular gravels within a mid orange brown sandy
clay matrix. Upper interface showed signs of
rooting

1.5m

115 Layer Hardcore – Light pink and grey medium gravel
hardcore within a sandy matrix forming car park
surface type

0-0.06m
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