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Summary 

Wessex Archaeology has been commissioned by the Genesis Design Studio to 
undertake an archaeological evaluation of land at Dever Close, Micheldever, 
Winchester, Hampshire, centred on NGR 451382,139358 hereafter ‘the Site’ (Figure 
1). The Site proposed for development comprises a grassed paddock covering 
approximately 1ha, of which the northern half was evaluated and is currently used for 
the grazing of horses. 

The Site lies immediately to the north-east of the site of a medieval manor house 
complex that lay within what is now Dever Close. Prior to this programme of trial 
trenching, an archaeological evaluation was conducted by Southampton City Council 
Archaeological Unit in 2005 on the southern half of the Site and identified 
archaeological features dating to the medieval and post-medieval periods. 

Four machine excavated trial trenches were investigated. A significant number of 
archaeological features and deposits were identified, including a ditch and associated 
features of medieval (12th-13th centuries) date in Trench 7 and Trench 8. In situ walls
and structural elements associated with the manor house complex were also 
encountered in Trenches 5, 6 and 7 and suggest the Site lay within the manorial 
complex first identified at Dever Close. Although not widely investigated, stratified 
deposits dating to the medieval period were identified within Trench 8. Struck flint, 
indicative of an earlier prehistoric focus, was evident within the topsoil level most 
notably from Trench 8. 

The programme of archaeological trial trenching has confirmed the presence of 
extensive archaeological remains within the northern part of the Site and there is a 
high potential for further archaeological deposits to be present across the whole of 
the Site.

The archaeological evaluation was carried out between the 19th and 21st of October 
2009.
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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Background 

1.1.1 Wessex Archaeology was commissioned by the Genesis Design Studio to 
undertake an archaeological evaluation of land at Dever Close, Micheldever, 
Winchester, Hampshire, centred on NGR 451382,139358 hereafter ‘the 
Site’. The fieldwork was required in advance of the submission of a planning 
application for a  proposed residential development and sought to build upon 
the results from an earlier evaluation conducted by Southampton 
Archaeology in 2005 (SA 2005) on the southern half of the Site.  

1.1.2 Discussions with the Historic Environment Officer (HEO) of Winchester City 
Council indicated a programme of archaeological trial trenching was 
necessary to establish the impact of the proposed groundworks on 
archaeological remains within the northern part of the Site. This was in order 
to inform decisions on subsequent applications for planning permission, and 
to inform a suitable mitigation strategy.  

1.1.3 A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) (WA, October 2009) was submitted 
and approved by the HEO for WCC (Winchester County Council) prior to the 
commencement of fieldwork. The WSI set out the strategy and methodology 
to be implemented during the archaeological evaluation.  

1.2 The Site 

1.2.1 The Site covers an area of approximately 1ha, of which only the northern 
part was subject to this evaluation (Figure 1).

1.2.2 The Site is located on land directly to the east of Micheldever, and lies west 
of the M3 Motorway on rough pasture. The Site is located to the east of 
Dever Close and north of Rook Lane. 

1.2.3 The underlying geology is recorded as Chalk topped by Valley Gravels (BGS 
1975) although, patches of Clay with Flints were identified during the 
evaluation undertaken by Southampton Archaeology (SA 2005) to the south.  

1.2.4 The Site lies at a height of 73m above Ordnance Datum (aOD). 

1.3 Archaeological Background 

1.3.1 Although several isolated finds dating from the Bronze Age to Romano 
British period have been identified in close proximity to the Site, the 
archaeological investigations undertaken in the immediate vicinity have 
revealed remains dating from the Saxon period onwards. 
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1.3.2 Micheldever, established at a ford of the River Dever, appears in the Anglo-
Saxon charters and was a Royal estate. In Domesday, it belonged to St 
Peter’s, Winchester. Its subsequent development was along the principal 
routes that are now Church Street and Duke Street. Rook Lane probably 
served as access to land beyond the village. The core of the village is 
dominated by its 13th century church, and is characterised by buildings of 
16th and 17th century date. 

1.3.3 Of particular relevance to the Site is its close proximity to the site of 
medieval manor houses dating between the 13th and 17th centuries, which 
lay in the area of what is now Dever Close. Archaeological excavations in 
the 1970’s (Sutermeister, 1975) revealed evidence of the manor house 
complex.  

1.3.4 More recent investigations to the south and west of the Site, have revealed 
features of Anglo-Saxon and medieval date.  

1.3.5 An archaeological evaluation undertaken by Southampton City Council 
Archaeological Unit in 2005 on the southern half of the Site identified 
features dating to the Saxon, medieval and post-medieval periods. In total 
four trenches were machine excavated, of which two contained evidence of 
Saxon activity. The Saxon evidence included early Saxon pottery, a pit 
containing iron slag and a Frisian comb and is thought to have been within 
the core of the Saxon estate. A number of medieval and post-medieval 
features were also identified in the trenches including pits and a buried soil. 

1.3.6 A small evaluation completed by Thames Valley Archaeological Services 
(TVAS 1991) at the northern end of Dever Close identified two pits 
containing medieval (12th century) pottery, animal bone fragments and 
worked flint. 

2 AIMS 

2.1 Archaeological Evaluation 

2.1.1 The aim of the evaluation was to determine the location, extent, date, 
character, condition, significance and quality of any archaeological remains 
on the Site that may be impacted by the proposed development. In addition 
the evaluation aimed to: 

 Identify, within the constraints of the evaluation, the date, character, 
condition and depth of any surviving remains within the Site. 

 gather sufficient evidence to establish the extent and scope of any 
investigations that may be required to mitigate  the proposed 
development 

 Identify significant archaeological remains and enable an appropriate 
mitigation strategy to be determined 

 Consider the results of the evaluation in light of the archaeological 
potential of the Site to contribute to current local, regional and wider 
archaeological research objectives 
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3 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 The following methodology was proposed in order to meet the aims of the 
evaluation. All works were undertaken in accordance with the standards set 
out within the WSI and the requirements of the Client and the HEO for WCC. 
All fieldwork was conducted in accordance with the guidance and standards 
outlined in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for 
Archaeological Field Evaluations (as amended 2008). 

3.2 Trial Trenching 

3.2.1 The evaluation comprised the excavation of 4 trial trenches (numbered 5-8) 
totalling 120m in length and 1.8m wide within the northern half of the 
proposed development area (Figure 1). Trench 5 was repositioned to avoid 
a mound partially excavated in Trench 6. Otherwise the proposed trenches 
were located in general accordance with the pattern given in the WSI. 

3.2.2 Trial trenches were laid out in advance using GPS (1200), to an accuracy of 
±100mm and tied in to the Ordnance Survey. 

3.2.3 All trench locations were scanned with a Cable Avoidance Tool prior to and 
during excavation. No underground services were present. 

3.2.4 All trenches were excavated by a 360° JCB machine under constant 
archaeological supervision. All machining was carried out using a 1.8m wide 
toothless bucket in discrete level spits of approximately 0.2m maximum 
depth, and the spoil stored adjacent to each trench. All trial trenches were 
excavated to the upper surface of archaeological features and/ or underlying 
geology (Chalk topped with valley gravels), whichever was encountered first.  

3.2.5 On completion of the trenches to the satisfaction of the HEO, the trenches 
were backfilled using the excavated material in the approximate order in 
which they were excavated by Wessex Archaeology and left level and 
compacted by machine bucket on completion and grass seed sown. No 
other reinstatement or surface treatment was undertaken. 

3.3 Health and Safety 

3.3.1 All work was carried in accordance with Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 
1974 and the Management of Health and Safety regulations 1992 and all 
other relevant Health and Safety legislation and regulations and codes of 
practice in force at the time. 

3.3.2 Prior to the commencement of the field work a Risk Assessment was 
produced. All staff involved in works signed and complied with this 
document.

3.4 Recording 

3.4.1 Archaeological deposits and features were recorded using Wessex 
Archaeology's pro forma recording system. Deposits and features were 
planned at an appropriate scale of 1:20 on drawing film. Single context 
planning was carried out were necessary, e.g. where complex 
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archaeological features and deposits needed to be fully recorded. Sections 
were drawn at 1:10 on drawing film and included existing ground surface 
and overburden where appropriate in order to provide a full record and 
deposit column information. 

3.4.2 A unique number was issued for each feature and deposit, relating to the 
trench in which it was found.  

3.4.3 A photographic record was produced consisting of monochrome prints and 
colour transparencies. Digital images were also taken to support general site 
recording.

3.4.4 All interventions were located in relation to the Ordnance Survey national 
grid, and all archaeological features were related to Ordnance Survey 
Datum.

4 EVALUATON RESULTS 

4.1 Introduction 

4.1.1 The following section provides a summary description of the results of the 
evaluation. Detailed descriptions of each trench including all features and 
deposits are included in Appendix 1.

4.1.2 Archaeological features and deposits were present in all four trenches. The 
remains consisted of a range of structural remains and archaeological 
features, including in situ walls, culverts and demolition/levelling layers 
identified in Trenches 5, 6 and 7. Within Trenches 7 and 8 features and 
deposits were present beneath upper levelling layers. In Trench 7 a ditch 
and linear feature were revealed and in Trench 8 a ditch, linear feature and 
an earlier feature were identified.  

4.2 Stratigraphy

4.2.1 The Site was sealed by topsoil/pasture soil and was generally a very dark 
brown/black humic silty clay loam, between 0.18m and 0.37m thick, 
overlying archaeological remains in all four trenches. Stratified 
archaeological remains were partially revealed in Trench 8. The natural 
geology of gravels with a silty matrix was exposed in Trenches 5, 7 and 8. At 
the southern end of Trench 7 an outcrop of natural chalk was identified and 
within Trench 8 a band of light orange brown silty clay (a variation to the 
underlying geology) was exposed. 

4.3 Archaeological Remains 

Trench 5 
4.3.1 Within Trench 5, immediately below the topsoil 501, a series of demolition/ 

levelling layers, a culvert, robbed-out walls and a possible metalled surface 
were partially exposed within the trench limits (Plate 1).  Located at the far 
north-east end of the trench, demolition layer 502 comprised slate and CBM 
(ceramic building material) beneath which a layer of redeposited chalk 503
was exposed (Plate 1). Similar chalk layers 505 and 507 were evident at the 
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north-east end of the trench. The three chalk levelling layers were separated 
by a north-west south-east aligned in situ curved brick culvert 504 (Plate 2)
that measured 0.44m in width and a brick and mortar rubble layer 506 (Plate 
3) representing a possible robbed-out wall that in plan had a possible sub 
rounded feature located to the immediate south-west. No relationship could 
be established in plan and the demolition derived material was consistent 
throughout 506.

4.3.2 Located approximately midway along Trench 5 and immediately to the 
south-west of 507, demolition layer 508 (Plate 4) comprised brick and 
mortar rubble. This was located to the north-east of a mixed deposit 509
(Plate 4) comprising a dark grey silty clay with abundant gravel inclusions 
that yielded  CBM, coke fragments, oyster shell, pottery sherds, glass, and 
clay pipe fragments from the exposed upper interface. Also noteworthy and 
located at the south-east within 509, were patches of chalk that are 
indicative of underlying redeposited chalk levelling, as encountered at the 
north-east end of the trench. 

4.3.3 A flint gravel layer 510 (Plate 5) was exposed located to the south-west of 
509 and appeared to be capped by larger flint fragments. This north-east 
south-west aligned band of abundant redeposited flint and gravels measured 
approximately 2m in width and may represent levelling or more tentatively a 
mettled surface. 

4.3.4 A second, north-east south-west aligned robbed-out wall 511 (Plate 5) was 
revealed located towards the south-west end of the trench and appeared to 
return on a north-west to south-east axis at the south-east side of the trench. 
This structural feature contained mortar and sandstone rubble in which two 
faced sandstone blocks were retrieved. 

4.3.5 Beyond 511 to the south-west a demolition/levelling layer 512 (Plate 6) was 
also exposed. This layer ran along the remainder of the length and width of 
the trench at the extreme south-west end to a depth of 0.37m and consisted 
of a dark grey silty clay with chalk fragment inclusions. Within this layer CBM 
and coke fragments were observed and clay pipe fragments, pottery and 
struck flint were retrieved. Following the initial machine excavation, the 
upper interface of 512 was partially removed and revealed underlying 
deposits/features 513, 514 and 515 (Plate 6) - as detailed below. 

4.3.6 Located within and towards the far south-west end of 512, a sub rounded 
patch of dark black/grey silty clay loam with chalk and common charcoal 
fragments as represented by 514 (Plate 6) was revealed and may fill a cut 
feature. The deposit was partially exposed within the trench limit and 
evidently ran under the north-west baulk. This deposit contained oyster shell 
and animal bone fragments. 

4.3.7 A small patch of CBM rubble including sandstone fragments was also 
identified and located to the south-east of 514 (Plate 6) within the north-east 
part of layer 515 (Plate 6). Again this material may fill a cut feature or 
depression.

4.3.8 Layer 515 was observed at the south-west end of the trench and consisted  
of an orange brown clay with sparse to moderate gravel inclusions and 
perhaps represented natural material as it sealed natural flint gravel geology 
516 (Plate 7) of the same hue. Subsequent to the initial machine excavation, 
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515 was removed in order to expose underlying deposits within a sondage 
at the far south-west end of the trench. Prior to further machine excavation 
two areas of CBM and lighter silty clay were evident however, following the 
machine excavation, the areas appeared to be depressions within the same 
layer.

Trench 6 
4.3.9 The south-west end of Trench 6 was located on the east slope of an extant 

mound (Plate 8) and followed the gradient towards the lower ground surface 
towards the north-east end of the trench where the land also appeared to 
slope towards the north-west. 

4.3.10 At the south-west end of Trench 6, beneath the topsoil 601, at a depth of 
0.23m, a series of make-up layers were revealed (Plate 9) and formed a 
pronounced mound. Layer 602 lay directly beneath 601 to a depth of 0.29m 
and comprised redeposited flint gravels. Beneath 602 a light brown silty clay 
layer 603 with chalk and gravel inclusions was exposed and ran to a depth 
of 0.39m. Also of note was a redeposited flint gravel layer 606 that was 
observed at the south-west end, within the north-west side of the trench 
only. This layer was recorded to a depth of 0.55m and appeared to be 
deliberate levelling within the lower contour of the mound and a general dip 
in the landscape at this point.  

4.3.11 Beneath make-up layer 603, a dark brown silty clay deposit 604 was 
revealed (Plate 9). This layer was observed to a depth of 0.67m at the 
south-west end of the trench and is presumed to be another make-up layer.  

4.3.12 A demolition layer 605 (Plate 10) was also partially revealed within the 
trench limits at the south-west end of the trench and consisted of a dump of 
CBM and rubble material. The layer extended from approximately 5m from 
the south-west end of the trench to approximately 16m towards the north-
east and was overlain by 604 along the majority of the trench. At the lower 
north-east end, make-up layer 607 was recorded as sealing 605. The 
material is likely to form part of a positive earthwork recorded on the Site 
(Figure 1).

4.3.13 Also within Trench 6, a north-east south-west aligned in situ wall 608 (Plate 
11) was exposed. The wall was partially revealed at the north-east end of 
the trench and ran from the south-east baulk to the extreme north-east of the 
trench limit. The wall was constructed of both brick (most of which was 
glazed/ vitrified), rough limestone blocks (Plate 12) and flint nodules in a 
mortar matrix. Towards the immediate north-west of the wall, demolition 
rubble 605 and overlying make-up layer 607 (Plate 11) were recorded. At 
the south-east side of the wall 608 topsoil material 601 (Plate 11) was 
recorded.

Trench 7 
4.3.14 At the south end of Trench 7 beneath the topsoil 701 (0.37m in depth), a

substantial levelling layer 702 (Plate 13) was revealed. This layer comprised 
a mixed dark humic material that contained chalk and flint inclusions and 
was evident in both trench sections to an approximate length of 23m and 
was recorded to a depth of 0.64m. Its location corresponded with a slight 
depression in the general topography at this point.  
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4.3.15 Immediately below 702, a thin layer of redeposited chalk 703 (Plate 13) was 
partially exposed and represented the lowest layer of the dip evident within 
the landscape at the south end of the trench. This layer was recorded to a 
depth of 0.68m with an approximate thickness of 0.04m. 

4.3.16 A shallow elongated feature 705 (Plate 13 and 14) was partially revealed 
beneath 703 at the south end of trench. This feature measured 2.15m in 
length and 0.31m in depth. The interpretation of the 705 is unclear at this 
stage due to its partial exposure. Feature 705 contained a single dark brown 
silty clay fill 704 and appeared to cut an earlier ditch 708 at the upper fill 
level 706.

4.3.17 Ditch 708 (Plate 13 and 14) aligned east-west, displayed moderate to 
slightly concave sides and concave base. The ditch measured 0.92m in 
width and 0.30m in depth and cut an outcrop of possible natural chalk 
geology. The ditch contained two fills, a primary fill 707 and secondary fill 
706. The upper fill 706 comprised a mid-dark grey silty clay loam with 
abundant flint gravels and moderate chalk inclusions. A total of four pottery 
sherds of medieval date were recovered from 706.

4.3.18 Located towards the north end of Trench 7, a north-east to south-west 
aligned in situ wall 709 (Plate 15) was revealed and is likely to be a 
continuation of wall 608 exposed in Trench 6. On the immediate north-west 
side of 709, a layer of demolition rubble 710 consisting of CBM may 
represent the demolition of this section of wall. This layer was observed 
throughout the north end of the trench and was removed in order to reveal 
the lower natural gravel geology 712 (Plate 16). No foundation cut was 
evident at this level. 

Trench 8 
4.3.19 A notable quantity of struck flint was recovered from the topsoil 801 in 

Trench 8.

4.3.20 At the north-east end a north-west to south-east aligned ditch 804 (Plate 17)
was exposed. The ditch cut the natural gravel geology 811 and contained 
two fills; a primary lower fill 803 and upper secondary fill 802. The ditch 
remains undated as no artefacts were recovered.  

4.3.21 A substantial feature 806 (Plate 18) was partially exposed within the trench 
limits. Although the south-east side of the north-east to south-west aligned 
cut was evident, it was not possible to ascertain the full extent of the feature. 
Feature 806 (Plate 19) contained a single silty clay fill 805 in which clay pipe 
fragments, CBM and pottery of post-medieval date was recovered. Following 
the initial machine excavation, a sondage was excavated at the extreme 
south-east end of the trench, confirming the feature measured 0.65m in 
depth.

4.3.22 Beneath 805 at the south-west of the trench, a chalk layer 809 (Plate 20)
containing CBM was recorded and an outcrop of 809 was partially exposed 
towards the north-east on the south-east side of the trench. At the south-
west end 809 was recorded to a depth of 0.69m beneath which a mid 
orange brown silty clay and gravel layer 810 (Plate 20) was revealed. 
Deposits 809 and 810 are tentatively interpreted as possible levelling layers.  
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4.3.23 Also recorded at the extreme south-west end of the trench was a partially 
exposed feature 808 (Plate 20). The feature spanned the width of the trench 
and remained unexcavated although  the curved exposed cut may suggest 
808 is a pit. Feature 808 was sealed by layer 810 and contained a 
secondary fill 807 that comprised of dark grey clay material. Surface finds 
were recovered from 807 and yielded oyster shell, animal bone, struck flint 
and pottery dating to the medieval period. 

5 FINDS 

5.1 Introduction 

5.1.1 The evaluation produced a small quantity of finds, ranging in date from 
prehistoric to post-medieval, and deriving from all four of the trenches 
excavated. The finds came from both topsoil and stratified contexts and 
features within the trenches. 

5.1.2 All finds have been quantified by material type within each context, and the 
results are summarised in Table 1. 

Table 1: All finds by context (number / weight in grammes) 

Context 
Animal 
Bone CBM

Clay 
Pipe Flint Glass Pottery Shell Stone

501 2/42 1/3 3/24
508 1/15 1/647 2/5
509 1/3 1/1 1/2 4/69
511 1/1 2/14,000
512 3/30 2/6
514 3/8 1/6
601 4/563 5/4554 2/15
701 4/102 2/2709 1/4 5/87 1/173
706 4/64
801 9/95
805 4/239 3/13 2/30
807 4/3 1/13 5/116 1/36

TOTAL 18/733 12/8149 6/23 13/138 6/30 21/320 7/112 3/14,173
CBM = ceramic building material 

5.2 Pottery 

5.2.1 Pottery provides the primary dating evidence for the Site. The small 
assemblage is entirely of medieval or post-medieval date. 

5.2.2 Medieval sherds fall into two broad ceramic traditions: flint-tempered and 
chalk-/flint-tempered wares of ‘Kennet Valley’ type (11th–13th century); and 
medium-grained sandy wares (12th-14th century). Both types here occur in 
jar forms; one sandy sherd is glazed. The two types invariably occur 
together here, and a date range in the 12th or 13th century seems likely. 
These medieval sherds serve to date ditch 708, and feature 808. Other 
sherds came from topsoil contexts. 
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5.2.3 Four sherds are post-medieval: a coarse redware from feature 806, a white-
firing Border ware from layer 509, a German Westerwald stoneware from 
demolition/levelling deposit 512, and a modern refined whiteware from 
Trench 6 topsoil. 

5.3 Ceramic Building Material 

5.3.1 This category includes brick, roof tile and floor tile. Two of the bricks are 
complete (topsoil in Trenches 6 and 7 respectively). Both are unfrogged, 
evenly fired and with sharp arrises, and have similar dimensions (220 x 105-
110 x 55-60mm), consistent with a date range in the 17th or 18th century; 
one has vitrified surfaces. All other brick fragments (from Trench 6 topsoil, 
and from feature 806) are also partially vitrified. 

5.3.2 Roof tile includes fragments of flat (peg) tile, some of it in irregularly fired 
medieval fabrics (e.g. from feature 806), and one pantile, of late 17th century 
date or later (Trench 6 topsoil). 

5.3.3 One glazed floor tile, probably reused, came from demolition layer 508.

5.4 Clay Pipe 

5.4.1 All of the clay tobacco pipe fragments are from plain stems. 

5.5 Glass 

5.5.1 The glass includes both vessel and window glass. All of the vessel glass 
represents post-medieval green wine bottle (late 17th to 18th century). 

5.6 Stone 

5.6.1 Two architectural fragments were recovered from wall 511. Both are in 
limestone; one is an obtuse-angled fragment with two tooled faces, while the 
second is part of a moulding, with possible traces of red pigment. 

5.6.2 In addition, a fragment of lava quernstone (imported from the Rhineland) 
was found in Trench 7 topsoil. Lava quernstones were imported from the 
Romano-British through to the medieval period, but this example is likely to 
be medieval. 

5.7 Worked Flint 

5.7.1 Worked flint was recovered from three contexts: demolition/levelling layer 
512, Trench 8 topsoil, and feature 808. All pieces are waste flakes and, in 
the absence of retouched or diagnostic pieces, cannot be closely dated, 
although flake morphology and technology (broad, squat flakes, struck using 
hard hammer technique) would suggest a Bronze Age date. The flint was 
clearly residual in the contexts in which it occurred. 
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5.8 Animal Bone and Shell 

5.8.1 The animal bone includes cattle and sheep/goat; the larger, more identifiable 
bones came from topsoil contexts, with just a few smaller fragments from 
demolition layer 508, layer 514 and feature 808.

5.8.2 The shell consists of oyster; both right and left valves are present, i.e. both 
preparation and consumption waste. 

5.9 Environmental Sampling 

5.9.1 No deposits suitable for environmental sampling were identified. 

6 DISCUSSION

6.1.1 Although the complexity and frequency of features and deposits identified 
during the evaluation made full interpretation difficult, the programme of trial 
trenching within the Site has demonstrated the survival of significant 
archaeological remains within all four trenches.  

6.1.2 Despite the relatively scant results from the earlier evaluation (Southampton 
Archaeology 2005) in the southern half of the Site, the results have 
confirmed the extension to the medieval manorial complex (identified during 
the construction of Dever Close) and its continuation of use into the post-
medieval period within the northern half of the Site. In situ walls with related 
demolition and levelling layers, a medieval ditch and associated features of 
possible similar date all confirm the activity extended into the Site. Moreover, 
the mound identified principally between Trench 5 and 6, containing 
substantial dumps of Ceramic Building Material, confirms activity continues 
on Site into the 17th or 18th centuries. 

6.1.3 Although the limits of the complex could not be ascertained, the presence of 
a substantial wall, partially exposed within Trenches 6 and 7, could form a 
possible boundary to the activity in the post-medieval period. 

6.1.4 The presence of struck flint artefacts of broadly Bronze Age date confirms a 
low level of prehistoric activity in the vicinity.  

7 CONFIDENCE RATING 

7.1.1 The trial trenches were carefully examined during machine and hand 
excavation. The topsoil removed mechanically from the trenches was 
examined for finds both during the initial machining and subsequent 
recording. All identified deposits and features were cleaned by hand and 
visibility was good. Cut features and deposits were clearly visible. 
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8 STORAGE AND CURATION 

8.1 Museum 

8.1.1 The archive is currently stored at Wessex Archaeology’s office in Salisbury 
under the project code 72630. The complete project archive will be prepared 
in accordance with the relevant standards set out in ‘Management of 
Research Projects in the Historic Environment’ (MoRPHE), English Heritage 
(2006), Wessex Archaeology’s Guidelines for Archive Preparation and in 
accordance with Guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for 
long-term storage (UKIC 1990). The archive will be submitted for permanent
storage at Winchester Museum under the access code AY388. 

8.2 Preparation of archive 

8.2.1 The complete Site archive, which will include paper records, photographic 
records, graphics, artefacts and ecofacts, and digital data, will be prepared 
following the standard conditions for the acceptance of excavated 
archaeological material, and in general following nationally recommended 
guidelines (Walker 1990; SMA 1995; Richards and Robinson 2000; Brown 
2007).

8.2.2 All archive elements are marked with the Site code (72011), and a full index 
will be prepared.  

8.3 Conservation 

8.3.1 No immediate conservation requirements were noted in the field. 

8.4 Discard policy 

8.4.1 Wessex Archaeology follows the guidelines set out in Selection, Retention 
and Dispersal (Society of Museum Archaeologists 1993), which allows for 
the discard of selected artefact and ecofact categories which are not 
considered to warrant any future analysis.  

8.4.2 The discard of environmental remains and samples follows the guidelines 
laid out in Wessex Archaeology’s ‘Archive and Dispersal Policy for 
Environmental Remains and Samples’. The archive policy conforms with 
nationally recommended guidelines (SMA 1993; 1995; English Heritage 
2002) and is available upon request. 

8.5 Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 

8.5.1 Wessex Archaeology shall retain full copyright of any report under the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved. Excepting 
that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to the client for the use of the 
report by the client in all matters directly relating to the project as described 
in the specification. Any document produced to meet planning requirements 
may be copied for planning purposes by the Local Planning Authority. 
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8.5.2 This report, and the archive generally, may contain material that is non-
Wessex Archaeology copyright (e.g. Ordnance Survey, British Geological 
Survey, Crown Copyright), or the intellectual property of third parties, which 
we are able to provide for limited reproduction under the terms of our own 
copyright licences, but for which copyright itself is non-transferable by 
Wessex Archaeology. You are reminded that you remain bound by the 
conditions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with regard to 
multiple copying and electronic dissemination of the report. 

8.6 Security copy 

8.6.1 In line with current best practice, on completion of the project a security copy 
of the paper records will be prepared, in the form of microfilm. The master 
jackets and one diazo copy of the microfilm will be submitted to the National 
Archaeological Record (English Heritage), a second diazo copy will be 
deposited with the paper records, and a third diazo copy will be retained by 
Wessex Archaeology. 
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APPENDIX 1: Trench Tables 
Evaluation Trench 
5

Max Depth: 0.75 m 
Ground Level (m aOD):  

Length: 30m Width: 
1.8m

Context Type Description  Depth 
(m)

501 Layer
Topsoil: very dark (humic) brown black silty clay loam with common subangular/ 
subrounded flints. Contains CBM, slate tile fragments, post-med china fragments, 
animal bone, clay pipe fragments and glass. 

0-0.18

502 Layer Demolition deposit: contains abundant slate fragment and to a lesser extent brick 
rubble – very loose. unexc

503 Layer
Redeposited chalk: Very white/ bright in hue. Contains some soil content. 
demolition/ levelling deposit or perhaps a surface preparation. Culvert 504 may cut 
through this layer – immediately located to the NE of culvert 504.  

Unexc

504 Feature Brick culvert: aligned NW-SE.0.44m wide top level exposed arched bricks. Unexc 

505 Layer Redeposited chalk: same as 503 except located immediately to the SW of culvert 
feature 504 and directly to the NE of feature 506. Unexc

506 Feature Brick and Mortar rubble: possibly representing shadow of a robbed out wall (?) Unexc

507 Layer Redeposited chalk: same as 505. Located immediately to the SW of 506 and to 
the NE of 508. Unexc

508 Layer Demolition rubble: contains a mix of CBM and mortar. Located between 507 and 
509. Situated approximately midway along length of trench. Unexc

509 Layer Demolition/ levelling layer: mixed (dumped) deposit of mid grey silty clay material. 
Contains CBM, chalk and coke fragments.  Lies between 508 and 510. Unexc

510 Layer
Flint nodules and gravels: on machining layer of medium to large flint nodules 
overlying gravels. May represent a redeposited natural flint and gravel levelling or 
possible cobble/ metalled surface (unsure at this stage of enquiry). 

Unexc

511 Feature
Possible robbed-out wall: located between 510 and 512. NE-SW aligned. Contains 
mortar and sandstone rubble. 2 faced blocks retrieved. Light yellow in hue. Texture 
very loose.  

unexc

512 Layer

Demolition/ levelling deposit. Mid grey silty clay material contains moderate to 
common gravels particularly toward the NE edge. Contains CBM, chalk fragments, 
coke fragments. NB present for approx. 5.5m of trench but partially removed to 
reveal 513 and 515.

0.18-
0.37

513 Feature 
?

Locale of CBM (including sandstone material) rubble that possibly fills a cut 
feature. Located SW of trench. On machining appears to lie beneath 512 and lies 
upon/ cuts 515.

Unexc

514 Feature 
?

Locale of dark grey/ black silty clay loam with moderate chalk fragments, common 
charcoal inclusions. May be fill of cut feature (?). Partially expose within the trench 
limits, runs under NW baulk at the SW end of trench opposite 513.

Unexc

515 Layer
Possible natural geology: consists of orange/ brown clay with sparse gravel/ flint 
inclusions. Partially removed at far SW end of trench within sondage – appears to 
overlie natural gravel geology 516.

0.36-
0.55

516 Layer Natural geology: gravels. Consists of orange/ brown subangular/ subrounded flint 
gravel 0.55+

Evaluation 
Trench 6 

Max Depth: 0.85 m 
Ground Level (m aOD):  

Length: 30m Width: 
1.8m

Context Type Description  Depth 
(m)

601 Layer Topsoil: very dark (humic) brown black silty clay loam with common subangular/ 
subrounded flints. 0-0.23

602 Layer Redeposited gravels/ made ground: abundant flint gravels located at SW end of 
trench.

0.29-
0.39

603 Layer
Made-ground/ levelling: pale brown silty clay with moderate chalk fragments (small). 
Relatively fine and loose. Located at w end of trench only. Part of make-up which has 
created &/or pronounced mound towards the mounds apex. 

0.23-
0.29

604 Layer
Presumed to be a make-up layer: dark brown silty-clay loam with moderate to 
frequent subangular/ subrounded flints – overlies brick rubble 605. Present in SW of 
trench and runs 2/3 of the length toward the NE. 

0.39-
0.67

605 Layer
Demolition rubble: unclear if insitu demolition or a dump but appears to hug/ be 
located NW side of insitu wall 608. This rubble is very expansive and the exposed 
material within the footprint of the trench appears to make-up the mound. 

0.67+

606 Layer

Levelling/ made ground: flint gravel/ redeposited gravels. Spans trench at SW end 
and then appears in NW baulk section for approximately 1/3 of the length of the 
trench. The ground level in this part of the trench slopes down toward the NW where 
a dip occurs in the general landscape. 

0.39-
0.55

607 Layer
Light brown clay with moderate subangular/ subrounded flint. Extant in NE 1/3 of 
trench only, where it overlies the brick rubble 605 and sits directly below the topsoil 
601.

0.30-
0.50
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608 Wall 

NE-SW aligned. Partially exposed within the trench limit (probably represents 
foundation level of wall). Measures 0.52m wide and kinks slightly more westerly 
approx 8m from the NE end of the trench. Material mostly brick - much being vitrified/ 
glazed but also limestone blocks and flint nodules bonded by a strong, pale yellow 
mortar. Uncertain what part of the manor estate complex this wall represents. 

Unexc

Evaluation 
Trench 7 

Max Depth:1.20m 
Ground Level (m aOD):  

Length: 30m Width: 
1.8m

Context Type Description  Depth 
(m)

701 Layer Topsoil: very dark (humic) brown black silty clay loam with common subangular/ 
subrounded flints. 0-0.37

702 Layer
Possible levelling deposit: largely redeposited flint gravel but also contains lenses of 
redeposited chalk and topsoil-like material. Present in the S 2/3 of the trench mainly 
concurrent with a slight dip in the landscape in this zone. 

0.37-
0.64

703 Layer Redeposited chalk: overlies 704 and is sealed by 702. Like the latter concurrent with 
the (in this instance the lowest part) of the drop in the landscape. 

0.64-
0.68

704 Fill 

Secondary deposit: dark brown silty clay loam with common flint subangular/ 
subrounded small, medium and large. Tentatively represents a fill – too little exposed 
to be certain and could even be natural erosion filling undulation in the geology. 
Exposed measurements are 22.15m in length and 0.60m in width. 

0.31

705 Cut

Large, shallow feature. However is only partially exposed within the trench limit and 
runs under the W baulk where it dips and is located at the S end of the trench. This 
feature appears to seal Ditch 708 at upper fill level and perhaps even cuts the ditch 
that was once originally deeper. Extends slightly beyond ditch 705 on S side of 
feature. No finds recovered – undated at this stage of enquiry. Exposed 
measurements are 2.15m in length and 0.60m in width. 

0.31

706 Fill 

Secondary deposit: Mid-dark grey silty clay loam with abundant flint gravels and 
moderate chalk fragments. Upper fill of ditch 708. Fills majority of ditch 708. Is darker 
grey in hue than 707 thus has clear and well defined lower interface. X4 sherds of pot 
were retrieved of medieval date. This fill ran length of excavated slot 0.60m and filled 
widest part of ditch at 0.92m. Represents material derived from the surrounding 
landsurface.

0.24

707 Fill  

Primary deposit: Light grey silty clay with abundant flint gravels and moderate chalk 
fragments. Is overlain by fill 706 with which it displays a clear and well defined upper 
interface. 707 also has very well defined lower interface with the cut horizon of the 
ditch. No finds were recovered. 707 is located on the N side and runs the base of the 
ditch before petering out. This fill was evident throughout the length of the excavated 
slot at 0.60m and was 0.66m in width. Represents redeposited natural gravels from 
erosion of the feature sides (in this instance in part formed of chalk). 

0.08

708 Cut

Ditch cut: shape in plan is linear with moderate, slightly concave sides and slightly 
concave base. This feature is located at the S end of the trench and is approximately 
E-W aligned. At upper fill level this feature is cut/ sealed by feature 705. Represents a 
boundary ditch – possibly field boundary (?). Runs downslope so perhaps a primary 
purpose was drainage as the area is a flood plain and located in the vicinity of the 
River Dever. The finds recovered suggest a medieval date. The exposed width was 
1.80m (runs width of trench) and measured 0.92m in width. 

0.30

709 Wall 

Continuation of wall 608 however preserved on a higher level. Made of brick mortared 
with light yellow lime. Aligned NE-SW and measures 0.52m wide. On cleaning at the 
exposed level x2 sherd of pot were recovered x1 Tudor Green ware and x1 
diagnostic rim sherd of medieval date.  

Unexc

710 Layer
Demolition/ levelling layer: dark brown/ black silty clay loam with abundant CBM. 
Located N end of trench only and hugs N side of wall 709 and at this stage of enquiry 
assumed demolition of the wall. 

Unexc

711 Layer

Natural geology: The exposed natural geology in the trench appears to be varied. For 
a majority displays gravels – at the north through to the approx the N end of feature 
705 the gravels contain a silty matrix and ranges from light grey to orange. At this 
point what appeared to be chalk out crop was exposed in which 705 and 708 were 
located. The assumed natural chalk was crumbly and irregular (not solid). A silty 
matrix was observed and was light whit/ grey in hue with moderate subangular flint. 
At the far S end the natural returned to gravels with mid orange brown silty clay 
matrix.

0.63+

Evaluation 
Trench 8 

Max Depth: m 
Ground Level (m aOD):  

Length: 30m Width: 
1.8m

Context Type Description  Depth 
(m)

801 Layer Topsoil: very dark (humic) brown black silty clay loam with common subangular/ 
subrounded flints. 0-0.37

14



802 Fill 

Secondary deposit: upper most extensive fill of ditch 804 (fills widest part). Mid-light 
orange/ grey brown compact silty clay loam with moderate to common subangular/ 
subrounded flint fragments. Is sealed by topsoil 801 and overlies 803 with a 
relatively clear lower interface with the latter. Measures 0.60m (excavated slot) in 
length and 1.77m in width. Represents material derived from the surrounding land-
surface. No finds retrieved. 

0.40

803 Fill 

Primary deposit: lower fill in ditch 804. Light brown grey with dark grey mixed matrix. 
Silty clay with common subangular/ subrounded flints. Relatively clear upper and 
lower interfaces with 802 and 804 respectively. Is lighter grey and less orange in 
hue than 802. Measures 060m in length (excavated slot) and 0.71m in width. 
Represents redeposited natural gravels from erosion of the feature sides. No finds 
retrieved.

0.18

804 Cut

Ditch cut: Linear in plan, moderate:shallow to shallow:convex (NE) and 
shallow:concave (SW) sides with steep concave base. Aligned NW-SE located at 
the NE end of trench. Cuts natural geology 808 and is filled with x2 gravel fills. 
Measures 0.60m in length (excavated slot) ad 1.77m in width. Represents a 
boundary ditch possibly fro drainage and or field division. At this stage of enquiry 
remains undated. No finds retrieved. 

0.58

805 Fill 

Possible backfill deposit:  mid brown compact silty clay loam with moderate to 
common subangular/ subrounded flint fragments. Partially excavated within trench 
as feature partially exposed within the trench limits. Located on SE side of feature 
806 of which it fills in this part of the feature. Very clear and well defined interface 
with cut horizon. Measures 0.60m in length (excavated slot) and 1.05m in width. 
Represents material derived from possible deliberate backfill activity. Finds include 
CBM, clay pipe fragment and pot sherds – post medieval date with possible sherd 
of medieval pot (residual?) 

0.42

806 Cut

Feature cut: linear in plan with moderate:concave sides. Substantial feature 
accounting for 2/3 of trench – where an edge is visible it appears to be ‘linear’. This 
intervention does not reach the base proper – limited by the edge of the trench. The 
part of the feature edge that was visible was aligned NE-SW. Measures 0.60m in 
length (excavated slot) and 1.05m in width (not full extent of feature as it run under 
NW baulk). 

0.42

807 Fill 
Secondary deposit: dark grey silty clay loam with subangular/ subrounded flint 
fragments. Appears to be sealed/ underlying 810 and within a cut 808. Contains an 
array of artefacts: oyster shell, animal bone and pottery of medievall date. 

Unexc

808 Cut

Feature cut: located far SW of trench and partially exposed within the trench limit 
and overlying archaeological layers. Appears to be filled with 807 that contained an 
array of artefacts including pottery of medieval date. Remains unexcavated at this 
stag of enquiry. Exposed measurements: 1.3m length and 1.8m in width (trench 
width). 

Unexc

809 Layer

Chalk and CBM deposit. Evident poking through layer 805 that it appears to 
underlay and in turn overlies layer 810. Within sondage NW baulk section it runs the 
length of this end of the trench and beyond. This layer measures (exposed): 7m in 
length and 1.8+m (width of trench) in width. Possibly represents a levelling layer. No 
finds retrieved. 

0.60-
0.67

810 Layer

Silty clay and gravels orange/ brown in hue. Lower interface contains abundant flint 
gravels. This deposit was machined in sondage at far SW of trench and appears to 
underlay 809 and in turn seal lower/ earlier archaeology of medieval date 807 within 
806.

0.67-
0.84

811 Layer

Natural geology: flint gravels. Orange brown with subangular and subrounded flint 
fragments. At the NE end a patch of what appeared to be natural orange clay that 
feature 806 cuts. At the far SW end orange brown flint gravels appear again. 

0.37+
(NE)
0.70+
(SW) 
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