
This is a history learning resource 
for the teaching of the First World 
War at KS3 (England) or Grades 
7-9 (South Africa).

It supports the English National 
Curriculum for KS3 History 
-Challenges for Britain, Europe and 
the wider world 1901 to the present 
day - the First World War and the 
Peace Settlement. For pupils in 
Hampshire, it could also form part of 
a local history study.
It supports the South African 
National Curriculum Statement for 
Senior Grades 7-9 in Social Sciences 
2.4.2, 2.4.3 and 2.4.4.

Activities within this pack could also 
form a stimulus for literacy, art and 
design.

Equipment:

Exploring Inequality sources.

Workbooks and writing materials.

Words highlighted in green can be 
found in the glossary at the back of 
the resource pack.

Exploring Inequality
On the next page are extracts from an exhibition about 
the Mendi that is installed at Delville Wood Memorial. 
Read the sources carefully. What differences do you notice 
between the pay and conditions for black and white men 
on board the ship?
Record your findings on the worksheet.

Learning outcomes
Pupils will begin to explore difficult concepts of inequality, 
racism, colonialism and empire.

Homework/Extension activities
These differences in treatment are borne out of colonial 
rule and the British Empire. Research the background to 
the Empire to answer the following questions:

What was the British Empire?

When did the Empire begin to expand and when did it 
contract?

What did British Colonial rule mean in South Africa? 

What changes did the British introduce?

Were these changes good for South Africans?
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Isaac Wauchope Dyobha

Born in Doornhoek near Uitenhage in 
1852, Isaac was the eldest of 10 
children. A Xhosa of the Chisana clan, 
he was educated in the Lovedale 
Mission. Originally recruited to the 
SANLC as a clerk interpreter, he was 
65 years old when he became the 
Battalion’s chaplain. His monthly pay 
was £6.

The Reverend was a prominent 
member of a group of East Cape 
African intellectuals, who encouraged 
their compatriots to join the Labour 
Corps in the hope that the black 
population would benefit politically 
from this show of loyalty.

Once underway, life on board settled into a routine. The men spent the daytime on open deck as 
far as possible. They cleaned the decks and laid their kit out for inspection. In the later stage of 
the voyage many acted as lookouts.

For the whites, there were deck games and bridge when not on duty. Captain Yardley was the 
Commanding Officer’s regular bridge companion. Lieutenant Richardson played the piano in the 
saloon.

For the blacks, there were boxing matches and night-classes (run by Captain Hertslet). Services 
were held by the Chaplain, Reverend Wauchope, on Sundays. Boat-drills and fire-drills were 
practised regularly.

Isaac and his family

©National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, London
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As part of their marketing and publicity, shipping 
companies had a wide range of tableware 
marked with their livery and crests. The coffee 
can bears the African Steam Navigation 
Company Elder Dempster crest, the dishes the 
British & African Steam Navigation Company 
Elder Dempster crest.
Decorated in the very popular Key Festoon 
pattern, it was manufactured by Mintons of 
Stoke-on-Trent, England. Different tableware 
was used on different parts of the ship. 
Decorated ceramics would probably have been 
reserved for the white officers of the Labour 
Corps.

The black victims were more likely 
to share a headstone or plot than 
their white compatriots. All are now 
honoured by headstones maintained 
by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission.

Sikaniso Mtolo was 
from Richmond, Natal. 
He was 30 or 31 years 
old when he died. His 
monthly pay was £3.
Private Mtolo’s identity 
pass is a remarkable 
survival. It was washed 
up with his body on the 
coast at Zandvoort 

(North Holland) on 
29 April 1917.
The Natal Native 
Locations Acts 
(1901, 1904, 1916) 
required Africans 
within South Africa 
to obtain 

identification passes, to carry with them at all times 
and produce on demand. These controls were early 
steps towards the system of Apartheid. They were 
designed to control the movement of black and 
indigenous South Africans and to secure the supply 
of labour for the mines and growing heavy industry.

Many of the men on board had not seen the sea 
before. Private Stimela Jason Jingoes, who sailed 
to France with the Labour Corps on another 
ship, recalled the reaction of his comrades: 

“It was the first time most of us had seen the 
sea, and we all spent hours talking about it and 
repeating, “So this is the sea!” The thing that 
amazed me about it was how the sun came up 
out of it every morning”.
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Differences between the treatment of
black and white men in the story of the Mendi

Black White


