This is a history learning resource
for the teaching of the First World
War at KS3 (England) or Grades
7-9 (South Africa).
It supports the English National
Curriculum for KS3 History
-Challenges for Britain, Europe and
the wider world 1901 to the present
day - the First World War and the
Peace Settlement. For pupils in
Hampshire, it could also form part of
a local history study.
It supports the South African
National Curriculum Statement for
Senior Grades 7-9 in Social Sciences
2.4.2, 2.4.3 and 2.4.4.
Activities within this pack could also
form a stimulus for literacy, art and
design.
Equipment:
An International Story worksheet.
Posters from the We Die Like
Brothers resource pack.

We Die Like Brothers
An International Story

An International Story
This activity combines history and geography and explores
places that are important to the Mendi’s story.
It is outlined on the following page.

Learning outcomes
Pupils will place the story of the Mendi, and subsequently
the First World War, in a global context.
Pupils will be engaged in a cross-discipline activity which
also reinforces their understanding of geography.

Homework/Extension activities
Read the worksheet called ‘Belonging’. Answer the
questions about landmarks.
Contact the school you partnered with for Making Links.
Discuss with them their local landmarks. How do they
differ from your own?

Understanding Chronology sources
from the We Die Like Brothers
resource pack.
Workbooks and writing materials.
Words highlighted in green can be
found in the glossary at the back of
the resource pack.
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Research the following places – they are all
important to the story of the Mendi and are all
included in the information in this resource pack.
Find out where they are and add them to the
map.
The Western Front
The site of the wreck
Delville Wood
Zaandvort, Holland
Glasgow
Le Havre
Cape Town
Plymouth
Liverpool
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Belonging
Homelands are important to all people of the world.
Sergeant MacTavish, who died on the Mendi, wrote to his
wife:
‘It was a very welcome sight to see the
Eddystone Lighthouse standing out in the open
sea miles from anywhere and then the view of
Lands End, the Lizard and Cornish coast…’

What landmarks are important to you?
What things do you recognise when returning from a trip
that remind you that you are home?

Image courtesy of the MacTavish family

These could be national landmarks (the White Cliffs of
Dover are iconic in Britain), or local landmarks, like a
church, street or park.

Members of the South African Native Labour Corps travelled a long way from their homes in order to
support the British Army. Look again at the sources from Exploring Inequality.
Which source confirms this?

The Natives Land Act was passed in South Africa in 1913. This gave 90% of the land in the country to
white people, even though only 20% of the population were white.
This was one of the reasons that South Africans joined the South African Native Labour Corps. They
wanted to support Britain during the First World War as they hoped that by doing this, they would
earn respect and be allowed to be involved in making political decisions. Sadly this did not happen and
during the 20th century South Africa was divided by apartheid.
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