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Introduction

A total of 13 small samples were taken in five sequences from Early Romano-British
boundary ditch groups 340, 319, 318 and 317 in Area D1, Romano-British boundary
ditch group 321 in Area D2, and Romano-British boundary ditch 200 in Area C.
These were processed for the recovery of molluscs.

Methods

The samples of 600-2000g were processed using standard methods (Evans 1972)
with the flot collected on a 0.5mm mesh. The flots were assessed by scanning under
a x 10 — x 40 stereo-binocular microscope to provide some information about shell
preservation and species representation. The numbers of shells and the presence of
taxonomic groups were quantified. Nomenclature is according to Anderson (2005)
and the habitat information follows Kerney (1999). The results are presented in Table
1.

Results

Early Romano-British

Shell numbers were relatively low in the samples from the Early Romano-British
boundary ditches in Area D1. The terrestrial element of these assemblages was
generally dominated by the open country species, in particular Vallonia sp., and
appears to be broadly indicative of an area of open grassland in the vicinity of the
ditch. The shade-loving element within these assemblages is more likely to be
indicative of areas of longer grass rather than the presence of woodland or
scrub/hedgerows in the immediate vicinity.

The local aquatic environment represented by the aquatic species within these
assemblages appears to be generally one of fluctuating localised flooding and damp
grassland as reflected by the presence of shells of the amphibious species Galba
truncatula. A more permanently wet environment within ditch 819 group 340 context
820 series 22, probably of stagnant rather than flowing water, is indicated by the high
number of shells of Gyraulus crista together with a few shells of Radix balthica within
this deposit. However this wetter environment is very localised with the aquatic
element of the assemblage from ditch 819 group 340 context 820 series 13 only
being represented by shells of Galba truncatula.

Romano-British
Larger mollusc assemblages were recovered from Romano-British boundary ditch
groups 321 in Area D2 and 200 in Area C.

The assemblage recorded from boundary ditch 321 is indicative of an open grassland
environment, being dominated by the open country species Vallonia sp., the
intermediate species Trochulus hispidus, and the shade-loving species Carychium
sp. and Aegopinella nitidula. The small aquatic environment may also reflect
localised flooding and areas of damper grassland. The presence of the shade-loving
species Clausilia bidentata may be indicative of the presence of a small woody shady
environment in the vicinity such as scrub or woodland.

The mollusc assemblages from Romano-British ditch group 200 in Area C were
again generally indicative of an open grassy environment. The shade-loving element
of the assemblage from context 1119 within this ditch group may be reflective of
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some woodland element being present in the vicinity as shown by the presence of
Merdigera obscura, Clausilia bidentata and Acanthinula aculeata in particular. The
local aquatic environment is likely to be one of localised, probably seasonal, flooding
and damp grassland. This is hinted at by the high numbers of the amphibious
species Galba truncatula in the assemblage from context 1121 within this ditch.

The molluscs recovered within the 47 bulk samples were also scanned to ascertain
the range of species present. Similar ranges of species were observed within these
samples to those seen within the mollusc samples. The mollusc assemblages within
the bulk samples from Area C also indicated the presence of a woodland
environment in vicinity of this Area. The majority of the aquatic species observed in
the bulk samples were the amphibious species Galba truncatula and Anisus
leucostoma, although there was more evidence from the Romano-British boundary
ditch 954 in Area D2 for long wet grass and a more permanent aquatic environment
with the presence of Gyraulus crista, Radix balthica and Pisidium sp. within the
assemblage.

Summary

The mollusc assemblages reflect a broadly open environment. This is generally
typical for the Late Iron Age/ Early Romano-British and Romano-British periods and
was also indicated by the mollusc assemblages from Bishop’s Cleeve (Lovell et al
2007) and from near Tewkesbury (Wilkinson 2004). The open grassland appears to
have been longer and damp in some areas near these ditches. There may have been
some kind of woodland environment in the vicinity of Area C and possibly some
scrub or woodland on the edge of Area D2. There is evidence for fluctuating localised
flooding and areas of more permanent water across the site.
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