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In February 1917, the First World War troopship Mendi sank after a 

collision in the English Channel. Almost 650 men, many of them black 

South Africans, perished in the freezing water. 

This is their story.
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This pack complements the teaching of history and citizenship 
at Key Stage 3 (England) and Grades 7-9 (South Africa). It can 
be used to support a visit to Delville Wood Memorial in 
France, where the We Die Like Brothers exhibition about the 
Mendi was opened in summer 2015, or it can be used to 
explore the First World War in the classroom. With the help 
of the Royal Navy and others this pack was revised and 
enhanced to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the loss 
of the Mendi in 2017.

It includes:

Five posters introducing -            Page

The First World War      1
The South African Native Labour Corps    2
The Loss of the Mendi      3
The Aftermath and the Mendi’s Legacy    4
The Mendi 100 years on      5

Activities to further explore the Mendi and its legacy -

1. Understanding Chronology     6
2. Understanding Significance     11
3. Would you join the SANLC?     13
4. Exploring Inequality      17
5. The Death Dance      21
6. Oral History       23
7. Making Links       28
8. In Memoriam       30
9. Traces of the Past      31
10. Exploring Archaeology     33
11. An International Story     38
12. Classroom Courtroom     41
13. Commemoration      54
14. Cultural Identity      56
15. No Grave but the Sea     65

Glossary – words in green can be found in the glossary  69

Links to further sources of information    70
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